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Stories from J. H. Horner papers
W.P. Samms and
his daughter Cora,
climbed to the top
of the peak later,
and found the
bottle with the
paper in it, and they
registered their
name and date and
placed the bottle
back in place.”
J H Horner
Ruby Peak
“RUBY PEAK Formerly OLD BLAZE
and ROBERTS PEAK.
Situated on headwaters of Silver
and Scotch Creeks. Named first
OLD BLAZ E for the reason that
when Mark Homan, (See Alder first
came to Wallowa Valley, September
4th, l878, he noticed there had been
a large Snow Slide many years
before on the North side of the
Peak which had swept all the
timber off in its wake. which was
visable for miles. And he called it
OLD BLAZE. Which name it went by
for several years. Later it was called
Roberts Peak, for Doctor Roberts
(See Alder) who climbed to the top
and left a bottle or Jar in which he
deposited a piece of paper with his
name and date in the early 80s.

If you know how it
got the name
Ruby Peak please
let us know.
Thank You!

J. H. Horner

John H Horner, who
came to Wallowa
County at age 14 in
1884, was the first to
take an active
interest in the
County’s historical
background. He
joined the Wallowa
County Pioneer
Association and
became its secretary
in 1924. In his
position as county
assessor, he
traveled throughout
Wallowa County,
often by horseback,
learning about its
geographical details
and about the
people who had
lived in the area.
He began to keep
scrapbooks and old
newspapers, as well
as collecting other
items. The museum
has a wonderful
collection of Horner
scrapbooks that are
all being scanned
and digitized. Plus
many artifacts.
Stories are copied from
diary no grammar or
spelling errors were
fixed.
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From J. H. Horner papers
“TRAPPER CREEK
Empties into South Fork of
Wenaha River. Named so for
the numerous Beaver there in
l895-6. when Billie Biglo and
his brother went there and
built a cabin and trapped
during that winter. Getting
over $1500.00 worth of hides.
The snow was about 10 feet
deep there, that winter, and
they cut the logs for their
cabin above the snow. The
stumps were there many
years after.
This whole district was
considered the best part of
what is now Wallowa County,
for all kinds of game.”
J H Horner

- Since 1888

Rineharts
“John Rinehart, commonly known as Unkle John and his wife
Sarah (Edwards)Rinehart, came from Rock Creek Gilliam
County, Oregon, to Summerville in early 70s, first with wagon
and team. And when they concluded to go back for the winter,
they were afraid the snow was too deep on the Blue
Mountains to take the wagon back, So they left the wagon and
outfit with his brother Henry and rode the team. Before they
started, Mrs. Rinehart took her Linen Tablecloth which she had
woven in the East, before coming to Oregon, and sewed the
ends and part of the sides, leaving a hole in the middle which
she used for a saddle bag. and put some things in each end
and laid across her saddle. Among the things dried she put in,
was quite a lot of Servus and Huckelberries which she had
traded for from the Indians. Which she said she valued very
highly.as she said they had no fruit of any kind. On their way
back, they met a man driving cattle" to the Mining camps East
of the mountains and told the man they would like to have a
certain milk cow they saw in his band. But they had no money.
But Mrs. Rinehart said she had a Feather Bed which they had
left with Henry till they came back, which she would trade him
for the cow. And the man said alright. He would trade. So they
wrote Henry a letter and gave the man an order, and he got
the bed as he went through She said she was never so proud
of anything in her life as she was of that cow.” J H Horner

Trapper Cr

J H Horner notes:
“Tepees strung all along. As one
of their main trails came from
Wallowa Lake by the Buttes and
down the ridge between Camp
and Trail Creek a short distance
and onto Trail Creek.”

Picture from J H Horner scrapbook

Dear Wallowa County neighbors,
- Since 1888
We are writing you to ask for your help in maintaining and improving the Wallowa County Museum.

For those of you who are unaware, the Wallowa County Museum was officially formed in the 1970’s and is located
in the First Bank of Joseph building (Main Street in Joseph, Oregon) which was constructed in 1888. Since its
opening, the museum has been acquiring artifacts and documents relative to Wallowa county.
One of the greatest gifts bestowed upon the museum was a donation of the J. Harley Horner archives. To make a
long story short, Harley Horner in the early 1900’s became an avid collector of “all things” relative to Wallowa
County history. His collection of documentation and artifacts is “massive”. You can read more about Harley and
his life collecting history in THE MUSEUM NEWS attachment.
Two years ago, the museum Board of Directors decided to acquire both expertise and computers necessary to
digitally preserve all of the museum collection. Originally, this challenge was thought to be a two year project.
After one year of computer archiving, however, the timeframe for the project was extended to five years. The end
goal of this project was (and still is) to not only replicate the archives/artifacts in our computers, but to be certain
that all of this information is easily accessible. If, for example, your last name is “O’Sullivan”, and you are related
to this first (1887) county judge for Wallowa County, you can type the name into the museums computer system,
and be given a listing of all “O’Sullivan” documents and artifacts which the Wallowa County Museum maintains.
Upon completion of this project, the Wallowa County Museum will become a “library” where all inquiring minds
may search for specific history. The greatest component of this project is labor for the next 4 years. Total cost
estimate is $65,000.
The Museums wood heating system was removed years ago and not replaced. Temperature extremes speed up the
deterioration of the artifacts. System replacement bid is $20,000.
.
The “Friends of the Wallowa County Museum” is a 501(C)3 tax-exempt organization whose sole purpose is to
raise funds to support the museum. Donations to the Friends is tax deductible. (Tax ID #93-1228-128 )
A one year INDIVIDUAL membership to “Friends of the Wallowa County Museum” is $15. A one year FAMILY
membership is $25. Membership provides free unlimited access to the museum during open hours for one year.
Donations should be mailed to “Friends of the Wallowa County Museum” PO box 430, Joseph, Oregon,
97846-0430. If you could please provide your email address, we would be able to more efficiently communicate
with you regarding interesting museum topics. We would be very thankful for donations in excess of the annual
membership fee.
Thank you for helping the Museum and best wishes for a healthy, enjoyable 2022!
Museum and Friends Board members
Darlene Turner
Myrla Clark

Frances Buckles Scott McClaran
Nancy Rudgers Janie Tippett Claudia Boswell
Denny Kehl
Tim Funk
Gay Fregulia
Elaine Isley
Jude Graham, Curator

VOLUNTEERS
We have many volunteers who help run the Museum. They assist and direct visitors, clean the premises, count and
bank donations and entry fees, address and mail documents, do small construction projects…etc. From the Board
of the Museum THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! Your help is necessary to our continued
operation. Also, we are able to use the value of your volunteer labor when grants which we are awarded require
“matching” donations. New volunteers are needed and greatly appreciated.

MORE DETAILS REGARDING PROJECTS ON THE FRONT PAGE
The computer replication of all Museum holdings is a very tedious project. Not only are there a lot of items,
but making certain the computer records are correctly identified and easily retrievable is time consuming.
Thus far, the bulk of the project has been the job of our curator, Jude Graham. As such, she is pushed hard to
manage all tasks of the Museum . Our current hope is to finish in four more years, but we are not certain we
can succeed at that.
The heating project will result in two new propane stoves. One will be in the first floor main entrance room,
and the other will be on the second floor. Both stoves will be able to be vented into chimneys which were
used for the woodstoves which were the original heat system. Our expectation for the system is that it will
maintain a temperature of at least 40 degrees throughout the building during the winter. Currently we have
only small electric wall heaters in some of the smaller areas. These are not sufficient to maintain the
temperature above freezing throughout the building in the winter time. Without a real heating system, we are
experiencing an expanding mold problem. This is not a problem you want to have when you are in the
business of preserving historical artifacts. The stoves will have the appearance of old woodstoves in order to
maintain the “historical” building certification of the Museum.

Please return this section to:
Friends of Wallowa County Museum, P.O. Box 430, Joseph, OR 97846
Membership dues are $15. per year for individuals and $25. per year for family membership.
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _________________ State: ____ Zip: ______
* Email Address: __________________________
Individual member:

Family membership:

Donation to support Wallowa County Museum: $___________
Please accept this donation of $_______in memory of _____________________________
Enclosed is my tax-deductible check for $_______________
Friends of Wallowa County Museum tax ID# 93-1228128

