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[bookmark: _GoBack]STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
June 28, 2016
9 AM –OSU Meeting Room

NRAC Standing Committee Members Present
Bruce Dunn, Chairman			John Williams, OSU Extension	
Cynthia Warnock, SWCD			Rod Childers, Rancher
Nils Christoffersen, WR
			
NRAC Members
Heather Melville, Small Woodlands		Susan Roberts, County Commissioner
Kathleen Ackley, WLT			Lisa Mahan, SWCD
 
	
Others 
John Nesbitt					Eileen Williams	


Meeting was called to order at 9:07 by Chairman Bruce Dunn
Overall NRAC Committee minutes, accepted with miner spelling corrections
May Standing Committee minutes were accepted  as amended.

OLD BUSINESS

Wallowa Whitman Forest Collaborative
Karen Hardig is leaving in August, will be available for transition
Tour of Sage Creek
-Had a subcommittee monitoring tour of East Face on the 17th of June, Bruce has the notes and will share them.
	-Nice job of fuel marking still a few white fir trees, felt should come out.
	-Looked at 5 units on the first project.
	-Will send out the notes of tour.
	-Some discussion in the group about removal of big trees 
	-Will be looking at the results of not removing big trees, what will regeneration be.
	-We will need to keep up monitoring.
	-Forest Service is getting in to monitoring what marking crew is doing
Trying to put together a Strike Team, no one from the Forest Service volunteered.
Will need to follow up with Forest Service about it.


Title II
RAC meeting in mid- July, in Baker. 14th and 5th.
Will be doing 2015-2016 only.
Should free up money for Lower Joseph.
Can contract timber marking.
People are optimistic that there will be one more year of Title II.  
Looking at Bruce and Susan’s suggested shift to a per acre tax, not this year.
Also would like project collection left to county.


Lower Joseph Creek 
Biological opinion is out to Forest Service, we have not seen it.
Final EIS and Draft record of decision to be out on Friday.
We will be prepared, everybody read and put your thoughts down.
We will object, Environmental groups will object. Need to be involved.
This is important.
Nils heard that we got about half of what was originally in.

WWFC Project - Sage Creek
Tour on 6/22
· Nils and Bruce attended.
· Looked at some 30-40 year pine patches that were planted after a fire.
· Dear Creek, cool moist sight that had been logged under the Green McCoy timber sale.
· The thought was that the only thing we know we can agree on as a collaborative is the    
restoration work in the creek. Might be able to do work on warm dry.  Don’t see getting   
any work on cool moist, not ready for.
· Had a decent discussion
· Challenge will be to be can we get agreement on a different way to approach that landscape
· Moist mix conifer, need to be treat based on each site. 
· We need to do a better job pulling together science and evidence that supports our position 
· They are saying that thinning the moist cool areas will increase fire danger by drying out 
· Another tour next month, might be East Face, or last year’s fire areas, or looking at treatment that has been done on a cool moist site.
· Probably another tour in August if not in a fire situation.
Rod - Would hope the collaborative would do the whole thing the land needs to be managed.
Nils – I think everyone here agrees with you, but the dynamics of the group and relationship 
            building, have different people coming.
Susan – This the same problem we have had for years, anyone can object with out being in the 
          planning.
Nils - There are project in cool moist that have been agreed upon, but only after objection and 
          meeting to resolve.

Consultation
Nils - Talked to CEQ and Chief of Forest Service in Washington DC,  this is on everyone’s agenda, realize things are bogging down in consultation. 

Biological Opinion FEMA and NMFS
-We invited Harold Black to last Tech meeting but could not make it will try again next week.
-Have heard that Wallowa Co. or possibly Enterprise is to be pilot study project area for small 
  towns,  Portland for large towns.


ATLES
-Coby sent out a electronic message with dates for 4 sets of meeting.
-Plans to have suite of projects prioritized and available by end of February to look at.
- Coby would like it adopted into the Salman Plan
-Then he will present it to us to review and give our recommendations to County 
  Commissioners.

Lostine Corridor Project 
- There was Tour on June 23rd.
- At the last stop disagreement about procedure.
-The Preservation community felt that this should have been an environmental assessment not 
     categorical exclusion.
-Comment was on the process of project.
-They thought we were being too aggressive about hazard trees designation and removal.
-It was said that NRAC is not a collaborative because we do not include an environment group.
-Replied back that all of our meetings are open to public and they have been invited in past.
-The project itself no stands between road and river will be treated unless a hazard tree.
-White Fir and Doug fir stands would be reduce to about 150 square feet.
-Bruce said it needs to be 120 sf to allow serial species such as larch to grow.
-Lodge pole Pine stands; he had 10 group selects, or patch cuts of 2 acres in size. One for a –
    helicopter and/or fire staging area. The rest he wants to get Larch back into.  Outside of patch    
    cut wants to reduce down to 40 per acre.  
-Problem, these are shallow root trees (lodge pole) and will blow down easy.
-Bruce suggested 2 acre cuts over 5 year rotation, to get Larch stands.
-Primary interest is public safety.
--Think they are really trying, 
-Need to bite the bullet and get it done the right way.
-Will have to object to the project to be at the table.
-Tour with the Tribe was positive.

NEW BUSINESS

Charter Forest Model -  Kris Stein  
-Looking at historic buildings and fixing them up to allow public use.
-Three legged stool;   
               Recreation and Heritage, include trail maintenance
              Water shed stewardship
               Education and research to build direct links to EOU resource projects
-Hope is to make it possible to get grants for work.   
- It is not permission to do things differently.
Rod – Can they eliminate unused trails and add used trails not on their list
Nils – Had a meeting with a group that looked at a map showing trails and their use, didn’t  
      discuss that but possibly by being prioritized would naturally eliminate 

UPDATES

 Community Wildfire
Meeting regularly 
Completed mapping of the Wallowa County WUII
Working on primary goals and objectives
Had meeting with all the rural fire districts, Fire Chiefs.

Four Scoping Project Letters
Have sent scoping letters on the four projects

USFSResiliency Project
Ann Salensky has left the forest to do private work.
Bill Insly will fill in retiring this fall
Have not seen draft EIS

Forest Plan Revision
Supposed to be done by end of year
Have not seen final EIS

Wallowa Front WUII  
Sage Creek will be included.

Travel Management Plan
Senator Merkly said there is no TMP at the last meeting, the Chief of Forest Service assured him that they are not doing  travel management.
Susan explained to them that it there is and about the maps
Need to get roads agreed upon.
Hard to get them to do it.
Important to have people that have the authority to make decision.
They have talked about doing the roads as they do projects. 

Salmon Plan/SP Implementation
Cynthia emailed OWEB asked what her project format is,
The guy they thought would do the map got a job.
Talked to Brian at EOU


Wolves
More attacks and more of nothing
ODFW Budget, asked for 2 million dollars for 8 new wolf positions, dropped to 4  $1.3 million .
Asked why not using wild life services? 
Talk is that it will stay in house into phase 3.
Todd met with Russ and directive board of OCA, money will show up next year.
Has been some depredation in the County. 
Coyotes are moving from the wolf areas into valley.
Klamath Co requested information from Wallowa Co. about range riders.
Wolves are becoming active down there


OTHER	

Wallowa Resources 
Working on Upper Wallowa River  
Improve spawning and private property
Geo engineers working up there, comments will be requested from the public this fall.
Will but into OWEB for funding.

Roads
· 39 Road
County applied for Federal Land Access grant, with  matching fund.
Put the project at 8 million dollars, the lady who came to look at it thought closer to 10 million.
Because there are places were you cannot place guard rails.
If can get matching funds there will be a bridge over the double culvert.
Looking at pulling materials from Zumwalt ditches.  
Have to find matching funds or will have to scrap.

· Zumwalt Road
Got the grant, will regrind asphalt and pull ditches which will narrow the road
They will start crushing rock as early as next year.

· Crow Creek Road
Way worse than Zumwalt, Federal Grant Lady who is an Engineer, that came said that it needed to be done. Finish the first one and move to this one.

· Also Wade Road Gulch Road
See how Crow Creek goes.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:52.




Respectfully submitted

Eileen Williams
WC NRAC Standing Committee. 
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