Accepted March 22, 2016

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
February 23, 2016
9 AM –OSU Meeting Room

NRAC Standing Committee Members Present
Bruce Dunn, Chairman			John Williams, OSU Extension	
Jeff Fields, TNC				Cynthia Warnock, SWCD
Nils Christoffersen, WR			Rod Childers, Rancher
Jake Lubera, USFS
			
NRAC Members
Heather Melville, Small Woodlands		Susan Roberts, County Commissioner
Paul Castilleja, County Commissioner	Jake Lubera, USFS
Ed  Minalia, Professional			Ross Stencamp, Professional alt.			
Matt Howard, ODF				Jeff Yanke, ODFW
	
Others 
John Nesbitt					Eileen Williams
Todd Nash, Rancher				

The meeting was called to order at 9:04 am by Chairman Bruce Dunn.

The minutes were approved with one clarification statement and Name spelling correction.

OLD BUSINESS
Wallowa-Whitman Forest Collaborative
Meeting tomorrow Feb 24th in LaGrande
· Status update on East Face and Lower Joe
· Talk about Collaborative position on East Face as we go through objection process.
· Criteria approach for picking the next project  
· What kind of science would be helpful for the group to continue to learn and pick new projects by.  
John – Andrew Spaeth is coming this afternoon so if I learn anything helpful I will pass it on.

Lower Joseph Creek
Jake - Looking at Draft by March 3rd
Nils - After you receive the draft BO, how soon do you get draft decision and final EIS follow?
Jake – Waiting for conditions to go forward. It should be a pretty quick turnaround.
Nils- Have heard from people of Regional office, National Marine Fishers Service in Portland 
are very much in line with Pace and Scale, want to be good partners.  They are having trouble executing it into some field offices depending on staff.
Bruce - By next meeting should have final and getting ready for our objection.
Nils- and getting ready to work with the forest service, making sure we have go a team on the 
ground to start flagging projects. 

WWFC Project
· Will be the first item on agenda tomorrow, first item on the agenda after lunch.

NEW BUSINESS 
Lostine Corridor Public Safety
Bruce - Sent it out draft letter thru secretary need comments back by Friday.
Will send again, look at and any comment by Friday
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jake - Landowner meeting tonight.  

Title II
· Tech meeting started with each project and talked about
· Then decided which didn’t think should be funded
· Then looked at the ones that would consider

See attached Spread Sheet for final decision.

The following are the comments that the Standing Committee made which closely follow the Tech Committees comments.

1) NFS Road 4680 Cold Springs 
2) NFS Road 4610 Gould Gulch
3) NFS Road 3955 Upper Imnaha
-Not enough information was given about the road projects.  Didn’t identify culverts, gravel, miles etc.

4) Gumboot Culvert, Slump and Road Edge Repairs
-Not enough information.

5) Summit Ridge Gates
-Dollar amounts were really high and no information about the type of gates
Rod – Might suggest going to ODFW for partner share.

6) Snake River Hells Canyon Poison Ivy Control
-Not a noxious weed, this is a native plant 
-Also what about a cost share with Recreation
-This is a NRA area 
-It was very well written
Bruce – would request signs at each site that this control was done by the people of Wallowa 
County
-Would be hand spraying alone the river in camp and fishing areas.  96 miles of Snake River.
Jeff – Recreation is part of what we should fund.
 Jake – Poison Ivy has taken over.

7) Cold Canal Vegetation Management Project: units 48, 49
-Administration to Forest Service cut seemed really high
-Hand thinning project, wondered why not more mechanical thinning.
-Think this is in the area that NRCS and Forest Service will be looking at as the Divide Project.
Nils – Price was based on past contracts.
Todd – Questioned not using Mechanical means.
 Nils - $12,000 dollars would really help

8) Troy Guard Station
-Directly related to fire.
-Can fire funds pay for this?
-Had great cost share and it was designated who would do maintenance 
-Nearest  area that is staffed is Tollgate.
-If put EMT equipment there, might be able to get some cost share.
-Any money is helpful 

9) Timber Creek Catch Fly Fence
-Fence to keep cows from going into the Catch Fly.
-There are more plants now than in the pas.t
-This is a private land border fence to keep cows from walking around the existing fence.
-Rated as a 3 by Tech in case we got more funds.
John – this is an important issue to fix because the Spaulding catch fly is a hot topic with FS & 
USFW.  Would also be a real help with grazing issues.
John – Feel that this should be funded somehow.
Jake – There should be cost share funds from USFW.

10) Wallowa Mountain Valley Riparian Enclosures.
-Originally USFS agreed to maintain.
-Has been turned over to permittees to maintain and they were and are in bad shape.
-If not repaired permittee could lose the permit.

11) WWNF – Coordinated Weed Control Joseph Creek and Imnaha Canyonlands.
-Have not used funds from 2015, 
-Agreed that they could take a cut but means they will have to find it somewhere else.
-They have been proven to be very effective.
-Nils and Rod agreed that it is needed.
-Money on Umatilla would be used to treat areas next to the hot spots.

12) Grizzly Reforestation
-This is a good project, but this is a project that would not have to be fully funded and would still 
help.
Nils – Is this another project that we could partially fund.
Cynthia – Need to be planting the spring and FEMA funds probably will not come through till 
fall.
Matt – This is a project that funding will not cover the expenses.
	Also these areas are ones where regeneration is not expected due to conditions.
Jeff F. – The RAC will look at public benefit.
Bruce – Fire started on public land and burnt into private grounds.
Heather – If the private owners are not helped the ground will be bare and weed infested.
Bruce – One shot deal
Nils –   The Private owners that have had fires that started on public land have been screwed.
Cynthia – This also represents owners who are trying to help themselves.  Also there is an 
erosion issue  flowing into the Grande Ronde.
Jeff Y – How will the deer and elk issue affect the plantings, they love the new plants.
Matt – When looking at planting take in to account the amount of brose.
	The flush of green growth on the burned areas should help offset the browse on seedling 
trees.

13) Big Sheep Creek Fence
-This is a project that is high priority
-Need to be out of Riparian area by Aug 10th, Zero tolerance allowed.
-Jeff -  The Chinook is considered extinct in this area.
	Not sure how BPA will look at this.
	These are surplus chinooks that are dumped into Sheep Creek.
Cynthia – Will send the BO with the grant request to BPA
Todd – Even if we put this fence up, could get a cow on the wrong side of the fence and could 
lose permit anyway.
Jeff – Will not get you off the hot seat with Steelhead.
Todd - Not there when Steelhead is an issue.
Last year the FS spent a lot of time down there and they didn’t find a red.
-Jeff offered help with this issue.

14) Lower Joseph Creek Monitoring
Bruce said that this was too early, would support another year
Nils - There are funds and bodies willing to help with implementation.

15) NFS Road 39 Culvert Replacement
-Need more information
Jake – Work needs to done to help with haul.
Bruce – This was originally a timber funded road.

16) UNF – Coordinated Weed Control Grande Ronde.
-See  WW coordinated Weed  #13

After more discussion the group adjusted the numbers as follows. (See Spreadsheet)

If more money becomes available the group wanted it applied as follows:
1. #12 Grizzly Reforestation
2.  #8 Troy Guard Station
3. #11 Coordinated Weed.
4. #6 Poison Ivy.

If less money available, split decrease in half between:
1. #11 Coordinated Weed 
2. #6 Poison Ivy.

Updates

Community Fire Plan
Matt – Have put together a New rough map of  Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) zones .
 	Next meeting Wednesday the 16th.

Atlas 
Bruce – Has been funded by OWEB. Will determine priority of spending BPA dollars.

USFS – Alder Slope Fuels Reduction to be referred to as Wallowa Front WUI 
Jake - 70 acres, ODF will be helping with stand exams.
-Got Federal Forest Health funds; $15,000 for Lostine and $1500for Wallowa Front WUI, this is  -State money thru Governor.  All going toward stand exams. 
Cynthia - NRCS also got money.

Travel Management Plan
- John/Bruce got a data base from USFS. 
- It is a GEO data base not a layer from USFS.  
-Need more conversation to find the information we are looking at.
-Will work with Jake on who to talk to, to get more detailed information on the data and 
interpretation.  

Salmon Plan/Implantation  
Have not worked on.

Forest Plan Revision   
John – Susan asked John to follow up on.
-Talked to Peter Fargo, about our desire to have productive work sessions that we can have input 
to make this a do able Forest Plan. 
-Will require us to have Cooperative Agency status again.  
-Old one has expired.  
-Need to get by early March drafts will come out.  Peter wants to have a series of meetings
- Peter and Tom Montoya is working on setting up meeting dates.

Old/new photos
No update lambing.

Wolves  
-HB4040  passed the House,  in Senate Agriculture Natural Resource committee to be voted on 
today at 3 pm.  (Delisting bill)    
-Lawsuit from three environmental groups filed Dec 30.  
-Asking for judicial review
-Russ Morgan has the current count but will not release them until the commission meeting.  
About first of March.  There are more wolves, more packs and more pups.

 “National Natural Land Mark”  
Jake reported it is a done deal, finished.  
East Peak of Mount Howard.  Right next to the tram.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:20.


Respectfully Submitted

Eileen Williams, Secretary 
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