Accepted,  February 28, 2017

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
January 24, 2017
9 AM –OSU Meeting Room

NRAC Standing Committee Members Present
Bruce Dunn, Chairman			John Williams, OSU Extension	
Rod Childers, Vice Chairman			
Matt Howard, ODF				
			
NRAC Members
Susan Roberts, County Commissioner	Kathleen Ackley, WLT
Heather Melville, Small Woodlands		Lis Mahon, Natural Resources
Jeff Yankee – ODFW				Todd Nash, County Commissioner

Others 
Eileen Williams				 

Meeting was called to order at 9:05 am by Chairman Bruce Dunn.

Minutes approved with corrections. Susan moved that the minutes be approved with corrections, John seconded. Voted on and passed.

OLD BUSINESS

Wallowa Whitman Forest Collaborative and WWFC Project
-Meeting tomorrow in La Grande
-General meeting till 11:00
-Rest of the day spent on Sheep Creek Project.  
-Never voted on, want to know how decision was made?
-Sheep Creek has warm dry with small patches of cool moist incursions, it has Mountain 
Pine Bark Beetles in the Bull Pine and old roads that have grown in.
-Pretty straight forward on what needs done, but it is a 3-hour trip one way for anyone 
from Wallowa County.
-Bruce would like to see something more centrally located to increase participation.  
Don’t know how much participation Wallowa Co will have.

Lower Joseph Creek Project
-Nothing new waiting on resolution objectives.
Susan – Talked with Tom last week told that we would not be able to transfer road miles from 

            	area to area.  Not going to get the roads asked for, so will have to object.  Table Mountain     
            looked OK.    Indicated that Wallowa County has not brought anything to the table.

Forest Plan Revision 
-Had range meeting with Forest Service Group.
-Think we resolved some issues  
-In general, like what we heard on range, but consultation has not begun.
-Interagency meeting so cannot talk about.
John -One issue of where you draw the line of acceptable /non-acceptable grazing did not like.
	Were able to talk about language and clarified.
Rod – Thought it went really good.  Think we can live with if consultation does not change.
Bruce – Pace and Scale next.  Want more detail like we had at the range meeting. 
Bruce -Read about watershed condition framework guidelines, they are basing the forest plan on 
it. Supposed to able to make a change on functioning at risk have to local knowledge and have professionals go out and check. Have to have technical people evaluate.
John -Monitoring we have done in the past year, may pay off in big way.
Susan - We would have to identify specific things that effect it.
Bruce - Might be a tag on to Charter Ranger District.


Lostine Public Safety
-Last heard were trying to mark, snow may have stopped them.


Community Wildfire Protection Project – Matt
-Have looked at communities at risk and deciphering the ratings passed on wildland fire 
potential and the fire protection and fire structure vulnerability.
-Will be meeting again in March.

Charter Ranger District
-Could be some need for monitoring of range pastures and timber grazing.
-Could be a boom to us for monitoring.
-Brought members up to date on what Charter Range is.  Basically, volunteers 
accomplishing things on the forest for the Forest Service.
-Came about because of the freeze on hiring and wages, this is an attempt to get needed 
work done.
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NRAC Membership   
Range Management - Dennis Sheehy to replace Pat Wortman.  Alternate Beau Botts.
Professional -   Jenny Reinhart to replace Ed Manillia.  Alternate Alicia Andrus
Vegetative Management – Ryan Oberhelman to replace Brian Clap.
Environmental – Kathleen Ackley to replace Liza McAlister.

Technical Committee changes include:
Range – J Johansen, NRCS to replace Lance Burton, NRCS.
Invasive Species Rep – Ryan Oberhelman to replace Brian Clapp

Year End Summary 
-Briefly looked over the summary. 
- A few corrections made. 
-Will be sent out and request that all corrections be in by Feb 15th.  
-Will be presented to County Commissioners on Feb 17th.

Coho on the Lostine – Jeff Yankee
- The Nez Perce Tribe and ODFW finalized an agreement to release coho into the Lostine River.  -The first release of 500,000 smolts will occur on March 9th.
- The program will operate in a ‘pilot’ phase for the next 5-7 years.  If the returns of adults are 
enough of self-sustain the program it will continue.
- These coho will not be listed under the ESA
- Fish will be tagged to monitor survival, straying, and harvest
- ODFW will allow harvest of coho when adults begin to return in 2018, fish will be caught 
during the steelhead fishery in fall. 

UPDATES

USFS Resiliency Project
-Have not heard anything.

Wallowa Front WUII
-By end of this year should have the front pretty well covered from Lake to Lostine.
-1500 acres covered
-Encouraging land owners to manage juniper.
-Making progress on reducing fuels on private land.
Looking at project to south 
-Forest Service is trying to do adjacent FS property.
-2000-2001 was understory only.
-With NRCS money we are being able to really open up things.
Rod – Is there any way we would be able to do some monitoring on water retention, now that the 
snow is actually getting to the ground?
John – Very expensive, would need to find primary investigator, need to test wells etc.
Heather – There are areas on our property that have been cleared and the wilderness just across 
the fence.
Rod – Sounds like we have sights available.
Lisa – If can tie to water quality we have funds.
Rod – Could you report back next month.
John – U of I would be a good place to check with.


Salmon Plan/SP Implementation
-Trying to find someone to help with GIS.
-Anderson- Perry has a new GIS person that may work with county.

Old/New Photos 
Ready to put in book form.

Wolves - Todd
-Several things going on, still in 5-year review in 7th years.
-Tried to delist, environmental group sued.
-Only one person USFW working on wolves in Western Oregon.  Same in Washington. 
-Oregon and Washington Cattlemen are going to sue USFW, they have not kept up with 
documents. 
-Bill was presented to defund ODFW from management.
Susan -Government did not put money in budget for non-lethal work.   talked to Greg Baretto  
yesterday will bring copy of budget when he comes today.   Not having a range rider 
hurts the producer and non-lethal work.
-Did not clarify what money will cover. 
-Confirmed does not matter to what degree.
-Have been able to pay % of lost in the past,  but may loose that too.
Todd - March, department will come out with what their draft plan is.
Rod – Will they have their counts done by then?
Todd – Who knows?
	-Russ Morgan is retiring
-Pushing hunting
-Agreed once that would go with 2 confirmed and then can take action,
-They want to move it higher, with Russ leaving do not know what next person will do.
Susan - If going to take money away then let us kill wolves.
-There is talk of a ballet measure. 


OTHER

Miller Fence – Big Sheep Creek fence
-We need to give input, confused on when input is do.
-Got message to day it is the 30th , NRAC needs to have input.
-When ranchers agreed to it, it was with 4-Wheeler access to maintain fence.
-Big issue is county needs to support and keep 4-wheeler access along the fence.
	-Does not have to be a trail right along the fence but, one that allows access.
-Also support where the rancher agreed to put.
-Difficult to maintain, so help make it easier to maintain.
Todd -In current rules there is allowance for cattle to be in there, still would be my choice not to 
have a fence. Will end up having trails on both sides of fence and run off.  Have had no 
red takes.
John - 9 miles of fence and they have gone out and have the money to build the whole thing this 
spring.
Would be surprised if can get it done this spring.
-Cynthia has agreed to draft the letter.


Bruce and Susan going to WWFC meeting tomorrow.

Adjourned at 10:38 am.



Respectfully Submitted


Eileen Williams
WC NRAC Standing Committee, Secretary
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