Wallowa County Technical Meetings
 2014 Year-end Summary

The Wallowa County Technical Committee reviews project proposals to make sure they fall within the guidelines of the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan.  The Committee makes recommendations on what activities should be done to sustain and/or enhance the natural resources.  The following is a summary of the subjects/issues the Technical Committee reviewed in 2014.
	Subject/Issue
	Description
	Action

	Planning Department
	· The Planning Department brought forth a nomination that was made to put the east peak of Mount Howard in the National Natural Landmark Designation. It was nominated for its diverse example of Montane Grasslands remaining in the Columbia Plateau.  The tram was concerned how it might affect its business in the future.  
· Updated the Committee on the FEMA and NMFS rulings where FEMA has to comply with the endangered species act. 
	· The Committee recommended that the nomination of Mount Howard be forwarded to the Standing Committee.        

	Project proposals for Cost-share (such as BPA, OWEB) and others
	· The Committee reviewed an OWEB Grant proposal for the reconstructing 1800 feet of channelization in the Wallowa River that flows through the 6 Ranch.  
· They reviewed an OWEB small grant project for upland livestock water troughs and the pipe for water conveyance.   
· They reviewed 3 OWEB small grant proposals for alternative livestock water in the Prairie Creek area.  The ditches were converted to pipe leaving no way for livestock to get water.  
· One OWEB small grant proposal reviewed was for 40 acres of thinning on Day Ridge.
· Another OWEB small grant proposal the Committee reviewed was for an irrigation headgate off the Wallowa River.  The grant pays for the materials and ODFW builds and installs it.  
· Reviewed the Wallowa Mountains Mechanical Piling proposal where a grapple will be used to pile slash in treatment areas that were planned to be hand-piled.  The task was so far behind it needed help.  
· A diversion structure proposal for the Sheep Ridge Ditch was reviewed.  This OWEB proposal was to put structures in to decrease the gradient at the diversion to it could be passed by fish during low flows.  
  
	· The committee reviewed all the projects for their technical merit and documented how it met the guidelines of the Wallowa County Salmon Recovery Plan.  There were some projects proposals they offered non-technical advice to make it a better proposal.  They also recommended disturbed areas be seeded and weeds treated on the sites in the future years as needed.  

	U.S. Forest Service
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Committee was updated on the Cold Canal Vegetation project, the Lower Imnaha Range Analysis, the Puderbaugh project, and the divide/Sheep Creek analysis.  
· A planner from the Forest Service went over the 218 process and drew a diagram on the board to show how long the comment periods were and how objections were handled.  
· The new approach to projects is to use the Watershed Restoration Action Plan. (WRAP). This plan is being used for projects on the Morgan/Nesbitt area. 
· There were some USFS projects going forth that were done under the CE process.  These were:
· An informational kiosk at Doug Bar.
· Poison Ivy control along the Snake River
· Received updates about the fires.
· Received updates on personnel changes.

	· Many of the agencies work on or adjacent to federal lands and it is good to know what projects are being worked on.  
· The committee also appreciated the overview on the new process for projects.  They asked many questions on this process.   

	Agency Updates
	· Updates were given on the Lower Joseph Creek and the process of implementation.  Road closures were always fore front in the updates.  
· Updates were given on the Forest Plan Revision which was to be out in March.
· ODFW kept the group informed of fish issues, how many fish were coming to the county and where fishing was good.
· NRCS explained about their funding pools and program deadlines.    
· Received updates on where weed spraying is going on for what weeds and arias that are being inventoried.  
· Learned the status of BPA funded projects and about their Columbia Habitat Monitoring Program (CHMP ).
· Learned of upcoming range, weed workshops and presentations.  

  
	· The Committee is appreciative of the updates.  It is good to know what other agencies are working on.  This also allows for questions to be asked if others want to learn more.  

	Title II Project Proposals
	The decision to fund Title II again was made in the later part of the 2013 and the committee reviewed them in March of this year.  There were 12 projects submitted.  
1. Lower Joseph Creek Implementation
· This proposal is for the continuance of the Lower Joseph Creek implementation.  There will be the development of the EIS from the team, maybe gather additional data and/or pay for some NEPA ready projects such as culverts etc.  
2. 3900 Road Cattle Guard
· This is on the Loop Road.  A painted cattle guard was tried on the highway, but it did not work.  This is part of the fence project that was done last year.  Without the cattleguard the fence is not working. 
· Dennis Sheehy, the permittee, thinks this one takes priority over the water developments.   
3. WWNF - Coordinated Weed Control Joseph Creek and Imnaha Canyonlands 
· This is the same as the ones submitted in the past.  For weed treatment in the canyonlands. 
4. Davis Creek fence
· This fence on the west side of Davis Creek would allow permittees to graze the Upper Davis Creek pasture prior to July 1st.   
· Access is hard and materials will have to be packed in.  
· This project is also in Lower Joseph Creek and the NEPA has been done.   
5. Muddy Sled 41  
· Thinning on 30 acres to be done through contracting. 
· Firewood salvage could be available for people.  
· The cost is over $700/acre which is high because of the piling cost.  In the past contractors have lost money because of the piling.  
· The USFS would then come back in and do a prescribe burn on this. 
·  The acres in these two projects are in a identified area for fuel reduction 
6. WMO Weed Treatments Cache Creek Post Fire 
· This is treatment in the Cache Creek area. Treatment is similar to previous year ones.  
· It was asked if BARE dollars were received for this.  Jamie said they were, but were only for one year instead of three like they used to be.  
7. Divide Allotment Water Developments 
· Because the fence was constructed last year it cut off water access from Little Sheep Creek.  This project is to develop 8 water sources.  The NEPA is done on all of them.  
8. HCNRA Trails
· These trails are mostly in the Cold Springs area and also in the lower Joseph Creek watershed.  
· They are primarily recreation trails and used mostly by hunters.  Shawn said the permittee uses them some, but the trails in this project proposal aren’t the ones the permittee uses the most.  
· They are in the area that burnt a couple of years ago so there is down debris.  Getting them maintained soon will keep people from making new trails around bad spots. 
· This proposal just missed the funding cut off last year.  
10. Facilities Reutilization Analysis 
· This is to contract an expert to look at USFS buildings that are not in use, to see what would be needed to fix them up so they could be used.  The USFS is looking at renting these buildings.  
· It was asked if the rental money would go back into the buildings.  Jamie said a percentage would, but she did not know what the percentage was. 
· Opening these buildings up for rent would benefit the local economy.  
11. Avalanche Education and Safety Outreach
· There was a concern if this money went to funding a salary, what will they do next year?
· This funding is hard to use for ongoing projects.  Best for one-year ones.
· There has been a ply to increase winter recreation and this having the information for avalanches would be beneficial for winter enthusiast.  
· The funding needs to be spent by September 30, 2014.  This would not work for this project.  
UNF - Coordinated Weed Control Grande Ronde 
· Wallowa County usually gives 10% of the title II funding for USFS ground in Wallowa County under the Umatilla Forest.  The proposal asked for $22,000 but 10% is $15,000.  

	· The Committee ranked the 11 projects that were in the Wallowa/Whitman forest in Wallowa County.  The one weed project was in the portion of the Umatilla forest that is Wallowa County.  That project automatically receives 10% of the funding.   They did change some of the funding on the projects so more projects could be funded and made recommendations to the NRAC Standing Committee.  


For more information on any of the above, contact Cynthia Warnock.  
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