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WALLOWA COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING

April 24, 2012
9 AM – OSU Meeting Room
NRAC Standing Committee Members Present





Rod Childers, Land Owner

John Williams, OSU Extension

Jeff Fields, TNC


Nils Christoffersen, Wallowa Resources
Jeff Yanke, ODFW
NRAC Members
Susan Roberts, Co. Commissioner
Roy Garten, Forester





Others 
Katy Nesbitt, Observer


Sweyn Wall, USFS
Jenny Reinheardt, WR    

Derek Johnson TNC

Larry Bauck, Woodcutter

Eileen Williams

Peggy Kite Martin

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Rod Childers at 9:05 am.
The minutes were approved with one abbreviation correction. 

Old Business

Lower Joseph Creek Assessment
Facilitators Report


-First integration meeting went well


-2nd integration meeting set for May 4th. 9:00 am Cloverleaf Hall


  Agenda has been sent out, includes issues and recommendations

-Contacted Greg Haller with NPT and he has agenda.
   
-Patricia has been working closely with Angela on Wildlife information over last 
 
  month.


-Dates following in Sub-group reports reflect most recent contact with individuals 
    – contacts have been ongoing.
       Next Steps


-Issues and Recommendations bases on 2nd integration meeting will be 


  incorporated in document.


-Submission of write-ups from all resource groups

-Complete document


- Send out Document for review and approval.

Sub Group Reports

Range:


 3/9/12  Met with John regarding range information, received numerous pieces of 



              information.  CT and EcoPlot info, methodologies/protocols and     
  

  Appendixes information.


 4/2012  Added CT/EcoPlot info to write-up. 

John - After Thursday meeting we will have some recommendations.

Riparian:


4/11/12  Working with Cynthia and Dana on information and progress.

Received road densities and mgmt. areas from Dana.  Forwarded them to Bruce.

Fisheries:


4/2012   Document references map of Redband locations.  Sent out message 


 
asking if map is out there for use.

Will send Jeff Yankee the fish and hydrology sections    

Jeff- Sedell  will work on Joseph Creek

Jenny -  Give Nils his email and will send agenda

Jenny - Can’t find map for Redband locations

Jeff - We don’t have true RedBand locations, they are the same as the other species.  
Can’t differentiate

Hydrology:


E-mailed Dana pm TMDL info.


Received E-mail from Dana: She will get info together on TMDL.

4/19/12  Contacted Cynthia on Dana’s write-up status.
Botany/Rare plants:

4/19-23/2012  Received additional information on Surveys with new updates – 


incorporating them into write-up.

4/19-23/2012  Developing chart from Jerry’s excel spread sheet.  Sent Jerry a 



copy for review to use in document. 

Have surveys of Lower Joe.

Forestry: 


3/01-4/19/2012   On going interaction with Kyle.  Updated forest condition 



assessment and sent for review (to Nils and Kyle) with edits as per April 



4th forestry group meeting.  Will send to HCPC after edits approved.  Will 



revise main document once approved.


14,000 acres that every one could support treatment.
Fuels:

4/4/2012  Represented Fire/ Fuels at Forestry Group meeting (Jenny).

4/9 – 4/23/2012   Working with Kyle to overlay Forest and Fuels priorities with 



other resource priorities ( have not received and GIS layers yet) or May 4th 



integration meeting.
Roads:

3/22/2012  Received road Density and management areas Shapefile from Dana.



Forwarded the shapefile to Bruce.  Waiting for response and info.

Recreation:

Updated the most current information based on e-mails this winter.  E-mails from 



Swayne, Alan Miller (photos of old structure), Mary Emerick, Tony King. 
Wildlife:  


Numerous e-mails.


3/ 2012   Received Trisha’s wildlife table identifying species and information 



within Lower Joseph WA since 1st integration meeting.  She is working 


with Angela from NPT for review of table data.

4/2012  Patricia has been actively working with her subgroup getting participation 



(she has done great on this).


4/2012  Will likely put table in write-up after 2nd integration meeting.  Jenny will 



be attending a Meeting on Thursday, April 26th, at 1:00 pm with Wildlife 



group.

GIS/Maps:

Waiting for Groups GIS priority areas for overlap with Forestry/Fuels for 2nd 



integration meeting.
Technical writing:

4/4/2012  Attended Forestry Group meeting.


4/2012  Document is being formatted according to Lo Jo working group guidance.



Maps/Tables are still coming in so numbering sequence is still occurring.



Still receiving information from groups.
Budget


On track to complete Title II funds and will use National Forest funds if needed.

Have enough to finish watershed write up

Forest Plan Revision

Sweyn - Draft on Forest Plan Revision expected in June. 
Travel Management Plan
-Monica Schwalbach withdrew the decision.
-Looking for additional feed back has met with Commissioner and Sub Group of NRAC, and the Nez Perce Tribe. 

-There are 300 and some roads that county has differences on.  Will set down and look at    

  individually

-Does not take in seasonal closures and time frames

Rod - Their seasonal closures all start with archery in August and our were various time 


thru Oct.
Peggy - Does this negate need to appeal?
Sweyn – Yes.
Peggy - Would like to see more representation by the wood cutters.
Susan - It is hard to have a discussion with hundreds of people.  Want to have small 

groups in small areas.  We want conversations.

Rod - Will chop the forest up into small areas and will advertise the meetings.  If you 

have an interest in that area you can come that meeting.
Susan - The big problem is that the public did not feel that they were heard.
Sweyn - If anyone has better ways of getting the information out let us know.
John -  Larry you are from the wood cutters would you like to comment?
Larry - One of our concerns is that the map is inefficient.

Very little availability of wood on the roads FS shows open.

Conversation with Monica brought up Sled Springs project, I support this.

Do not agree with long time frame it is taking.
     
The door has been slowly closed over the years.  We do not want any more roads 


closed


Another issue is that the loggers have supplied a large amount of firewood. 


Forest Capital  has been part of this and that is coming to end. Will throw


all of the wood cutting onto the forest.


Have to figure out a way to take wood cutters into the heavy fuel load areas to 


help remove excess.
Susan – That is part of the conversation we will have.
Lower Imnaha Range Analysis – Sweyn Wall
Kelly said that we will not be happy, there has been no appreciative movement.
Moved to EIS due to listed plants down there.
Salmon Plan Monitoring 
Looking at November full committee meeting.  
Invite different agencies to come make reports on monitoring they have done.

New Business

Elk Nutrition & Landscape Relations -  May 22

-Roy gave a summary of what we would be hearing from Bob Riggs and John Cook

-Some of the Best Elk nutrition was on disturbed grounds.
-Research was on the West Side.
-Cover has driven forest service up to now, looking to nutrition being the driving force.
-Meeting will be at Cloverleaf Hall, at regularly scheduled time.
Other possible presentations:

-University of Idaho has also been doing research since late 80’s. They would give you a 
presentation on nutrition.
-In forestry committee,  Larry Nall and Nils went down and talked to Brian Swankee, he 
has a power point, all agriculture pictures. He would give the presentation here.
Rod - Maybe after the Lower Joe Assessment is finished
EPA
Effort to get counties to implement rules on flood plane
Meeting May 2nd 7-9  Blue Mtn. Community College,   Pendleton

TNC Update


1.  Invitation to field day for Products from Research done starting 2006. 



16 - one hundred acre pastures, research on cattle performance, grazing; 



what and when they ate species of forage and effects on birds, soil, 


insect diversity.


July 21st - working on agenda



Opportunity to open up question as to what else people would like to see 



Further research done on.


Original question impact of grazing on ground nesting birds, very intense 




study.



Research done on low, medium and high intensity grazing.




Replicated 4 times -  4 treatments x 4



Papers will be presented.
2.  Oregon Natural Heritage Program – 

Requested to designate a portion of TNC as National Natural Landmark. 


3,000 acres -  Combination of Finley Buttes and plants….



Evaluation part done going out to review



No management restriction.



Registry allows people to find plant communities


May help bring resources to the area


Rod - Would you send the information to Eileen and she can get it out to the 


group


3.  Slight change in signage to access trails


Will make trails easier to find and get on.


Will identify who’s property they are on (boundaries).
4. 7 grazing leases;  2 Imnaha, 2 upper valley, 2 lower valley and 1 Enterprise 


About 28,000 acres grazed 



Starting to arrive in April.
 
5. Grass Land conservation management restructure


Derek Johnson will help maintain internal conversation between Portland 



and here.


Derek – restructuring to deserts, marine, grasslands   




Garth moving to Southeast – Deserts




Derek will be working with Zumwalt




We want to spend more time in the learning mode and sharing.



What producers needs are to be successful managers and producers



Need to find out what the questions are.



What are people struggling with and what can we do to help.

John -  Finding the next research project for those 16 – 100 acre pasture and the 


investment made is important.


6.  Imnaha Property, status of transfer



Will happen this June.


Waiting to complete weed work.


Will complete NRA lands transfer.


All leases on NRA lands will expire.


Making no money on this deal - bought before recession and sold after 



recession.


Losing about 2 Million -  bought for 7 million,  sold 6455 million plus cost



Supporting helicopter spraying, to demonstrate to the FS that helicopter 



spraying can be done.

John – Are the weeds mapped so can go back and see effectiveness


Nils – Have maps with weeds, do not know if have info on plants and the ground

      
Yellow Star on 300 acre patch.  once done will transfer all of the pieces.

Update
NMFS Recovery Plan

Jeff Yankee -Draft out to technical team, assume Tech Director in La Grande is looking at.
FS/WC MOU

Still under review with FS Attorneys.
Salmon Plan/ SP Implementation 

Nothing

Wolfs

-Recollared Alfa Male OR 4.


Crossed Imnaha to Little Grass Creek area.

When Russ recollared male saw female and she looked like she has pups.
-Umatilla wolves have wised up and would not come out of the timber with 
helicopter.
-Confirmed two sets of tracks by Krebs sheep corral

-Same time also tracks Devils Run, (Thomason Meadows, Chesnimnus)
-Pictures of 3 wolves by pink barns, part of Imnaha pack, do not match know 
descriptions so think new
-2 packs in Umatilla, 4 packs Wallowa

- Umatilla pack has pups
-Lot of sightings Pilot Rock

-Some fladry out
-Krebs  1900 head of sheep,  bought part of Buckhorn Ranch

-Dave Talbet lost a calf

-Scott Shear - south side of Kenney Lake sighting
Money

$500 for Cynthia’s time 
$13,000- depredation

$25,000 non lethal   ( got all we asked for)
-Have sent all our information on setting up compensation committee to other  
counties

-Adjusting values constantly

-Funds go through CALF -  Community Alliance Livestock Fund 



State and donated funds

-Next work on horses and sheep compensation

-Some one has to be available to give oral presentation at any time to meet grant 


requirements.

-Keep complete files on each kill report no matter what it is so have a range of 
pictures.

-Produces seem to be happy with the formula for payment.
-Use cattle fax for information and always ask the producer.
-Letter back commending the county for the process going through.

-Ask ranchers to count cattle out.  Track pasture moves and count cattle off at end of 
year.  Want to do this a couple years to establish history.
-This past year did not go after missing cattle loss, had 3-7 ranchers report 


higher loss.
-This year will ask for missing cattle
-Discussed non lethal methods and where to spend the money


Bells, riders, (producer will pay the rider)

-Digitizing location of wolves, will go out automatically to those on the list 


Digitizing on Tuesday, should start soon


5:30 to 6:00 am in the morning down load


Text will go out to phones.

Other
Tri Forest Lawsuit
Rod - Does not look good.
May 12th  Wolf symposium in Albany  8:00 am.
May 18th Beef Field Day at Burns Experimental Station
June 22-24th  PNW SRM summer tour - June 22 – 24

June 26th Burns Experimental Station -  Range Field day

Meeting adjourned 11:00 am


     Respectfully Submitted

     Eileen Williams, Secretary 

     NRAC Standing Committee 
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