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[bookmark: _GoBack]WALLOWA COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
December 16, 2013
9 AM –OSU Meeting Room

NRAC Standing Committee Members Present
Bruce Dunn, Forester			Rod Childers, Rancher
John Williams, OSU Extension	Cynthia Warnock, SWCD
Nils Christoffersen, Wallowa Resources			

NRAC Members
Jeff Yankee, ODFW	

Others
Kathleen Ackley, Wallowa Land Trust 	Eileen Williams
Katie Nesbitt, Observer
The meeting was called to order at 9:09 by Chairman Bruce Dunn.
The November minutes were approved as presented.

Old Business

Lower Joseph Creek Restoration Project
	
Draft of Notice of Intent to prepare an environmental impact statement.
	-The team accepted the changes that had been discussed at the work secession and the following are comments and changes the NRAC Standing Committee developed while reviewing the December 11, 2013 draft.
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	-Supplementary Information:
			Where is Green Gulch?  It is in Washington?
	-Purpose and Need for Action
· Team reworded this section and everything  looks much better.  
· Rod questioned #6,on page 3, but the fact that it includes opportunities makes it acceptable
Page 3
	-Proposed Actions.  
· This is a multi-year project.   Spelling error 4 lines up on first paragraph  (fuels)
		Paragraph 2 questioned “high” quality drinking water
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	-Proposed Actions (continued)		
· Paragraph 3  (changes in italics)
A road analysis will be conducted to assess the transportation system and the appropriate actions needed to meet project needs, forest plan standards and guidelines, future needs, and consultation guidance for federally listed fish.

Of the roads that have already been identified for closure under past decisions or have been identified as naturally closed: the 40 miles of seasonally closed and the 45 miles of permanently closed or decommissioned roads will be analyzed and reevaluated to determine their status as to future need and impact on all other resources.
			
· Paragraph 4 
 Horse Pasture Ridge RNA is OK; the Haystack Rock RNA boundary currently extends to far down the ridge clear to the private property boundary.  The lower bench is on private and public land that is used for access and to the lower canyon country and grazing should not be included in the RNA.  Boundary must be moved up the hill to allow for management and continued resource use of the area.  The boundary also needs moved so that the RNA area meets the intent of that RNA   (Rod’s comments)
		
· Paragraph 7 
Remove and/or subsoiling on compacted or detrimental soils.  Subsoiling is no longer used and we are not sure what detrimental soils are.
		
Wallowa-Whitman Forests Collaborative meeting is tomorrow, these changes will be sent to them today and if they don’t get the changes, we will articulate NRAC’s amendments tomorrow at the collaborative meeting.  Nils, Bruce and Mike will be attending.

Lower Joseph Creek Assessment
Nils - Understand Range is working on some final changes.
John – Yes  have CMT plot work done need to work with interpreting indicators and see if we can 
identify dots (Lost in fire).
Bruce - New GIS person will be in County today.
Nils - Need to work on economics.
John - When you get them done need to run them by Bruce Sorte.

Wallowa-Whitman Forests Collaborative 
Agenda for meeting tomorrow Dec. 17th.
-Eastside Restoration
	ID team working on 3 projects
	Professor from OSU will present a project he is funded for and would like to do.

Wallow Co Forest Plan Revision
Having hearings at Co Commissioner meetings, in process of passing.

Elk Nutrition
	Draft by March 2014

New Business
	No New Business
	
Updates
Travel Management Plan
	Nothing  new.

NMFS Recovery Plan
	Nothing  new.

Lower Imnaha Range Analysis
	Jamie McCormick is working on it, Number 1 priority.

Salmon Plan Monitoring 
	Jeff Yankee – Will present at the full committee meeting on March 18th.
		        Jim Harbeck from NPT is planning to assist with the presentation
		        Focus will be on fisheries monitoring lead by ODFW and Nez Perce 
	Nils - General sense of trends
	Rod – Are there streams that are improving or ones that need work?
	Jeff – Habitat is not monitored on a broad-scale basis, rather project-by-project.
	John - We are trying to peck away at seeing if there is any monitoring that is showing 
that we are improving anything.  I don’t think we are doing the type of monitoring that shows us what we want to know.  The type of monitoring we are looking for is long term.  Not surprised we don’t have the answer to the big picture.
Jeff- The current scope of fisheries monitoring is not designed to address the the questions you posed.
Nils- We would like you to share what you are doing.  It may not be the answer but would like to 
hear what you are finding.
Jeff – What we have includes:
-Adult Chinook salmon, adult steelhead, and juvenile Chinook monitoring methods and locations.  We can present where we monitor and methods for each life history type.
-Will do about 1 hour presentation, 20 minutes each area.




Salmon Plan/SP Implementation
	In process of gathering information on projects and developing  an appendix.  
Will be a table that quarries can be run on.  
Nils will help put a grant request together for Title II
Jeff – check with Grand Ronde watershed to see if they have this information already.

Old/New Photos
	Have looked into pixel size and resolution needed to have adequate quality of photos.  Ready to 
start working on the photos.

Wolves
	Still out there.
	Have more than 4 breeding pairs.
	Todd Nash is the new chairman for OCA.

Title II Funding
	Know we have it, no idea on how much or timing.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:59 am.


Respectfully Submitted



Eileen Williams
Wallowa Co NRAC Standing Committee Secretary
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