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[bookmark: _GoBack]WALLOWA COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
January 22, 2013
9 AM – OSU Meeting Room


NRAC Standing Committee Members Present				
Bruce Dunn, Timber			Ken Gebhardt. USFS		
John Williams, OSU Extension	Rod Childers, Landowner
Jeff Fields, TNC			
		
Others 
Jenny Reinhardt, WR			Julia Lakes, Wallowa Land Trust
Eileen Williams

The meeting was called to order at 9:04 am by Chairman Bruce Dunn.
The minutes were approved with a clarification to the discussion on Lower Jo- Forest treatments. 
Old Business

Lower Joseph Creek
Jenny- Presentation on Lower Joseph Creek Assessment for the Wallowa- Whitman Forest 	Collaborative Meeting.
		-Presented to exec committee last Friday and was tweaked.
		-Also shown to Tech Committee and made some additional changes.
		-Tomorrow the 23rd will present to WWFC.
John - When will we see a draft of the report of the Lower Joseph Creek Assessment?
Jenny - As soon as I can get it ready.
John - How do we want to proceed, does it go to sub committees, or exec or standing?
Ken – Can it go to heads of the committee or resource groups and leave a couple week comment 
	period?
John - That way the committee would look at their section in depth and also overall.   It would allow 
	each group to be sure it is put together the way they want.
Jenny – I have added some summaries when needed, and organized it the way I thought it should be.
Bruce – I would like to have the same group review it as did the Upper Joe Assessment.
Bruce - Tomorrow I am going to ask the WWFC to join us and review and develop the projects.
Jeff – Do we have them help review the assessment?
John – No, we need to finish it first then give it to them
Ken – I am encouraging us to get this done as quickly as possible so we can have it as a tool to develop the projects.


Discussion about funding;
	-Encouraged WR to apply for implementation funding with National Fish and Wildlife 	Foundation (second round) Grant is for $75,000 over 2 years.
Last Friday the Exec Committee talked about breaking Lower Joe into 4 project areas   Stager the starting years till all the areas are being treated.  Don’t want to do a NEPA on the whole thing and have it all held up.  By dividing it up, hopefully if one area gets bogged down we can move forward on another.

Forest Plan Revision
-Bruce and John have not gotten together on the Wallowa County Plan yet.  
-Have made progress on the riparian section.
-Need to get draft ready to bring to group.

Travel Management
Ken - They expect to talk about it at an upcoming meeting.

Lower Imnaha Range Analysis
Bruce - How does the Treaty of 1855 affect the analysis?
Ken - Lower Pine will continue to be part of the assessment, it won’t affect the analysis.
Rod - We have made a request to FS for MOU and agreement with the Tribe and a legal opinion.  We 	have not received it yet.  It has been verbal and if needed can make it written.
Ken - Will double check with Brent.
	Next step will be Confirmation of Issues.

Wallowa Whitman Forest Collaborative
-Jenny is leading the Lower Joseph Creek Assessment presentation
-The presentation is the main point of business.
-Draft Operating Principles Framework also is on the agenda.
Bruce- When do we want to meet on Lower Joe projects? NRAC and WWFC.
	All the recommendations are written. 
Ken - Really interested in pushing forward. Looking at possibly using this field season to revisit 	
	and develop purpose and need.
-Could have a meeting on the 12th after the Tech meeting 11:00 am and also the 26th is needed.
-Need to identify the project area so Ken can move forward.

	
New Business

USFS Chesnimnus Elk Burn Project
-Chesnimnus country large land scape area burns
-Should be getting information out soon.
-Involves elk distribution.
-Would be small plots over 10 years.
-Still need to get the Elk from Zumwalt to Chesnimnus.

NRAC Standing Committee July-December 2012 Summary
Minor edits were done, still need information on Upper Joseph and budget information on Lower Joseph.  Will complete and submit to Bruce for County Commissioner meeting on February 19th.

Title II
-About $8,000 available excess from overhead expenses came back to the forest. 
-If it can go to projects then if would go to WMO Weed Treatment as was discussed.
-If not, then go to Lower Joe Implementation as 2nd priority. 
Rod - larger group decided, 
John – Let’s keep it clean and send to WMO Weeds as the group decided, if there is extra send it toward  	Lower Joe. 

Updates

Firewood
-Firewood areas were designated on the forest and permits given.
-First load of logs were delivered last Friday 18th to Wallowa at WR Community Solutions (Boise Cascade 	donated 2 loads).  Forest Service did offer.  They are going thru Community Connection 	Identifying needy families.
-1st load JD Noble donated hauling.
-2nd load Pro Thinning donated hauling.
-Bio Mas is processing cutting and splitting.
-Group of volunteers will deliver.
-There has been someone who has offered to organize this another year
-FS has committed to help identify the area.

Divide Fence
End of Appeal period is Feb 4.

Salmon Plan Monitoring –special meeting
No word.

NMFS Recovery Plan
Nothing

FS/WC MOU
Forest Service interested in broader style, OGC.

Salmon Plan/SP Implementation
Nothing

Old/News Photos
Nothing

Wolves
-53 wolves in Oregon.
-5 breeding pairs, so in countdown to delisting.
-Compensation committees across state are meeting and need to get reports in.
-There are kills in Baker and Umatilla that will be compensated.
-Pendleton court heard argument, 6 months to a year to get decision.
-Nothing new as far as non-lethal, do what you can.
-There has been encouragement to leave fladry up. Not sure how effective it will be.

Elk Study
-Title II money has been allocated.
-Here in April.
-Because of late start will need an extension.
-Jeff will check if money can be carried forward.


Other

Sunday John will be on the radio by phone in Redding, California guesting on a talk show on wolves.
They are chasing OR7 down there.

Respectfully Submitted


Eileen Williams
NRAC Standing Committee, Secretary
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