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WALLOWA COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
October 23, 2012
9 AM – OSU Meeting Room


NRAC Standing Committee Members Present				
Bruce Dunn, Timber			Ken Gebhardt. USFS		
John Williams, OSU Extension	Nils Christoffersen, WR
		
NRAC Members
Susan Roberts, Co Commissioner	

Others 
Brant Peterson, USFS			Jenny Reinheardt, WR
Eileen Williams

The meeting was called to order at 9:12 am by Chairman Bruce Dunn.
The September minutes were approved as presented.
Old Business
Lower Joseph Creek
-All resource information is divided into chapters. There is chapter clean up and labeling to do.
-Have isolated information for the appendix.
-Oct 9 met on project suggestions and rated them.
-Working on issues and recommendations chapter.
-Bruce and Jenny met on roads last week.  Finished up and now cleaning it up.
-Sept 26   Lower Jo group took the Forest Collaboration group out, looked at everything, but focused 
on vegetation.   Looked at a Cool dry site and a Warm dry site.
They thought it was a great field trip and will present to W-W National Forests Collaboration Oct 24th as a project to take it on.
-Dana and Cynthia met and went through Riparian

John -   The good news is that the Forest Collaboration will work with us at ground level.	   Might have NRAC plus representatives from the Forest Collaboration helping us move forward on Lower Joseph Creek then take back to their group for buy off from the larger body of people.  It will be more cumbersome but payoff will be greater.
Seems like we have spent a lot longer then we planned on Lower Joseph Creek Assessment but we lost a year to fire and 1 ½ to 2 years on Travel Management Plan.  So we did lower Joe on much shorter time period then it seems.
John - Won’t accept just taking a small part like Warm dry, all of the forest needs work done now.
	Will not support just taking a small part of the forest.  We need these things to start paying for 
themselves,  we need to start cutting logs that we can sell and make this pay for itself.


Brant - How much acreage on Lower Joe?
Jenny - 20,747 acres of Veg area, 7,000 acres overlap with fuels, about 4,000 of range overlap.
	
It would be good to have percentages for Forest Collaboration meeting.

-Roads if we have a recommendation that does not change status of road we will go forward
      If it changes conditions then will wait for Travel Management Plan to be completed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ken- We have existing conditions thanks to NRAC.
Bruce -Recommended that we take the road out of storage and use it then close it with a gate so can be 
used as needed.   Knowing the veg, fuels and timber on a road determines the road being closed or just in storage.

John - If you close a road by gate, it is assessable if you need it for fire.

-Lower Joseph Creek Assessment is coming along.


Forest Plan Revision
Nothing since last meeting
Ken - Forest Supervisors are talking about how to move forward
Wallowa Count’s Forest Plan is still pretty ugly.
John explained what we were doing with the  Wallowa County Plan for Brant’s benefit.


Travel Management Plan
Kevin is having some meetings. 
Good information
Kevin is taking time to meet with OHV, Tribes, and regulatory agencies.

Brant – Listening to Kevin, we are not in a hurry.  Not months but years?


Woodcutting
Susan - Are we looking at extending fire wood cutting?
Ken – Have you seen the old fire wood EA?  It does give me some authority.
	Might be good for us to look at it.  It’s a public document.
Susan – What year was it
John – 90’s
Bruce -   Are we adding a fire wood rep to NRAC?
Susan - One with an alternate, as soon as I find someone.
John - Would be good to move the Dec 1 deadline.  The ground is frozen what damage are you doing.
Ken - That is why I am bring up EA.  We are proactively looking into options.
Nils – We are getting calls asking.
Ken – Are your calls from commercial or private cutters.
Nils – Both, also have been asking about bringing logs into a common ground and those who need 
firewood apply to cut.


Lower Imnaha Range Analysis
John – Has been superseded by the fire, have not had time to move forward.


Wallowa-Whitman National Forests Collaboration
Meeting tomorrow in La Grande 
John – There are a bunch of us that won’t be there.
Bruce – I’m taking Cynthia.  Jenny and Mark are also going.


January-June  Six Month Summary
Have e-mailed Nils several times.
Ken - He e-mailed u, s so will look into it.
Bruce – We will try to finish it in November
John – Tell the County Commissioners it is not quite in the mail yet.


Limiting Factor “Cross Walk” Guidance
Bruce - Brad Smith would have the history since Bill Knox is no longer with us.
John - Not sure what they are trying to accomplish with this meeting.
Bruce - Projects are not site specific. 
John – This conversation is brought on by fear.    Unintended results of proposed projects that are not 
site specific.  The wrong thing will get funded or an edict will result that “thou shalt”. Important that we are there but don’t know how to respond.
Bruce - Oct 23,24 meeting  has been rescheduled to Nov 15 and 16.  
John - Might be better to think forward instead of back wards
Bruce - Waited too long
John - Big chunks of the projects have been done.
Bruce - Don’t know what has been accomplished.

New Business
	None

Updates

Salmon Plan Monitoring – Special Meeting
Bruce – Nils is not here yet, haven’t heard anything will move it to January or February.


Divide Fence  
Ken – The ranger needs to make a decision.   Funding from Title II and OWEB to cover materials and 
contracting.
John – Is Dennis (permittee) on board with the fence?
Ken - Recreation is very interested.  Also looking at developing water facilities since there is no water on 
top.
John – Dennis needs the fence built before it gets dry.


NMFS Recovery Plan
Not a word.


FS/WC MOU
Nothing new.

Salmon Plan/SP Implementation
Nothing


Old/New Photos
Need to work on.


Wolves
Pack with collar moving back north following elk.
Can’t attribute last dead animals to wolves.



Other

Ken announced the New Weeds Invasive Species  Program lead is Becky Jo Smergut Wall.



Adjourned at 10:29




Respectfully Submitted




Eileen Williams 
NRAC Standing Committee Secretary
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