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STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
July 28, 2015
9 AM –OSU Meeting Room

NRAC Standing Committee Members Present
Bruce Dunn, Chairman		John Williams, OSU Extension	
Jeff Fields, TNC

NRAC Members
Matt Howard, ODF			Pat Wortman, Rancher
	
Others 
Eileen Williams

The meeting was called to order at 9:12 am by Chairman Bruce Dunn.

The minutes were approved with a miner clarification.

OLD BUSINESS

Wallowa-Whitman Forests Collaborative

-No one went on tour of East Face two weeks ago due to meetings in town.
-There was a meeting last Tuesday afternoon on monitoring.  
-John and Bruce participated on phone
-Sub-committee put together a matrix of what should be monitored for Lower Joseph Creek
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Plan is to choose what should be monitored project by project.
· More things to monitor then have money to do.  Trying to opportunistic. 
· It does not address budget, just what needs to be done.  
· Will be presented to the Collaborative in August
-Lower Joe implementation
	2 foresters and a logging engineer will be coming in to implement the project.

ATLES-Process from BPA

-GRMW and BPA’s project, the gathering of all data on wet projects and stream fish passage.
-BPA will fund future projects based on the data gathered.
-Colby has sent in the signed letter with the few changes the group suggested.

NEW BUSINESS

WWFC – Taking on own project
	-The Collaborative is looking at doing their own project.
	-Set up a committee,  all but one of the committee are from Wallowa County.
	-Bruce made a list of projects on Forest Service ground
· Alder Slope - Cool moist
· East of Powatka  road - Warm dry
· Part of Upper Joe Assessment  - White Fire\Black Horse Ridge 
· Area between Little Bear and Bear creek
	-Looking for 3,000 acre – Tom Motoya said needed to be in North end
	-After the site is picked the whole collaborative will participate
	-Closer to LaGrande the more participation will come out of LaGrande and Baker.
	-Discussed looking at a moist area due to Environmental groups stopping work in these 
Areas.
	-Alder Slope would have a hard time finding 3,000 acres.  Would have cool moist.
-Bear Creek area offers all the different types and conditions.  Would have to buy data 
collection.
	-Also gives recommendation in Forest Plan to lower Wilderness area down to road 
including Huckleberry Ridge.  
	-Could do some comparisons of older logged area.
	-Agreed on what should take to the larger group, recommending Bear Creek area, will 
finalize at next meeting.
-Will send to rest of committee the thoughts of the group.

UPDATES

USFS – Alder Slope Fuels Reduction
-Have asked for information on private homes.  
-RY responded on their proposal.
-Assume it is going to go forward.
-OWEB project on the RY ground – thinning
-NRCS is on a different time line
-Could do a NRAC tour on private ground and look at proposed FS ground.

Lower Imnaha Range Analysis
-Two weeks ago Kris was to finish the document, as an objector thought we would have heard.


Title II
-About 5,000 dollars more and that was assigned to Lower Joseph Creek
-Waiting on the RAC   
-Jeff found out that he is still on the RAC.
-Moneys from this year will be used next year 

BMFP Revision
-Access-Wilderness meeting and Range meeting have been held
-Tonight will be Pace and Scale Restoration meeting, basically the forest meeting.  
Talking about forest vegetation. 

Travel Management Plan
-Still have not heard anything on our differences of open, closed roads

Salmon Plan/ SP Implementation 
-Cynthia not here.  Will be able to roll some of the ATLES

Old/New Photos
-Need to work with John

Wolves
-Not a great deal new, not a lot of things turned in.
-Picture of collard wolf on trail cam, with wolf research.
-Comp bill did pass.
-Delisting has not gone forward.

OTHER
Will schedule tour of Alder Slope late September.

Fire stopped on Joseph Creek between Rocking J and Precious Lands.


Adjourned at 10:22 am.

Respectfully Submitted


Eileen Williams, 
WC NRAC Standing Committee Secretary
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