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[bookmark: _GoBack]WALLOWA COUNTY NATURAL RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
March 24, 2015
9 AM –OSU Meeting Room

NRAC Standing Committee Members Present
Bruce Dunn, Chairman		John Williams, OSU Extension	
Rod Childers, Rancher		Cynthia Warnock, SWCD

NRAC Members
Jeff Yankee, ODF			Susan Roberts, WC Co. Commissioner		
	
Others 
Katy Nesbitt, Observer		Eileen Williams			
Kathleen Ackley, Wallowa Land Trust

The meeting was called to order at 9:12 am by Chairman Bruce Dunn.
The minutes were approved as presented.
OLD BUSINUSS
Wallowa Whitman Forest Collaborative
-Meeting tomorrow in La Grande.   Bruce and John will be attending.
-Bruce and Nils met about consensus document.
The Collaborative has decided to have a document of items agreed upon and then a list of items that no      consensus was reached.  Lindsy Warness wrote a roads description, but Bruce felt the group would not accept it.  Want to get this to Forest Service before TMP
-ID Team wants to meet April 14th or 16th to discuss the two options.   E-mailed Ann during the 
  meeting, group agreed to meet April 14th at 1:00pm.

Blue Mountain Plan Revision
-Forest Service is resuming work on Plan.

Documents submitted to the Co. Commissioners
Co Commissioner accepted 3 documents submitted on 2nd  of March.
· NRAC Standing Committee 2014 Summary
· NRAC Technical Committee 2014 Summary
· New members submitted to NRAC


New Business

Lower Imnaha Range Analysis – R.O.D.
-Received
-Selected alternative C
-We need to write our objection in 45 days.  Started last week, so around May 1.  That will allow 
  us to be at the table. 
-Toomey Allotment has been put into rest rotation.
-Lone Pine Allotment, when authorize, will run with Joe Warnock, maximum of 300 cows.
-John has the CD, can make CD’s, several of group need to read this, need to get a copy to 
  McClarens.
-John will e-mail the final decision part out.

Secure Rural Schools – Title II
-Secure Rural Schools is attached to the Medicare Bill
-2 or 3 year decision, do not know the rules. Will fund at 2011 levels 
-Probably vote end of next week.
-Wyden has it thru the Senate.

Travel Management Plan
-By March 21, 2015 Forest Service would like all comments in on maps, then will be put on hold 
  till Forest Plan is done.
-Last week sent our analysis of our maps and their maps.  Still 135 roads not in agreement.
-Indicate they will take comments till March 31st. Then maps will be finalized
-John felt we needed to send an e-mailing to them that we want another look after they finish 
  before it is finalized.
-On the shelf do not know how long
-Once map is done then will go no further until forest plans are completed.
-Do not know where we are going with Blue Mtn. Plan Revision.
-They asked Susan how to go about getting public opinion.  
1.  Need to meet with NRAC and County Commissioners
2.  Meet with Environmental groups
3.  Then sit down with interested groups; roads, range, forest etc   
-Sit down with and listen to what is said, do not stand up front and lecture.
-Have agreed to come and talk.  We can set it up here how it works best.
-We need to hear what their plan is, if they have one
-We need to find a date or several dates a little way out.    Group decided May 5th – 8th. Susan 
  will contact Marisa.
-Ask to have a meeting to review and compare final road map draft.

Weed EIS
-Final later this year.  
-There will be a 45 day comment period, expect available March 20th.  3rd of May need comments done.
-Need to contact local weed board.  Susan will contact. 
- John sent e-mail to weed board during meeting.
-Comments need to go to Tom Montoya.

Updates

Salmon Plan/SP Implementation
-150 projects entered

Old/New Photos
-Nothing

Wolves
-Working with Attorney and OCA on language for tax payments.
-Not enough money to cover loss this year.
-$128,000 in funds now, if legislation passes there may be some of next years funds that could be 
  used this year.
-Looking to transfer the non-lethal funds to loss.
-Wolf population is expanding.
- Official count is 77.
-Using USFW formula from Stevenson, would indicate a little over double or about 180 wolves.

Other

Saturday, March 28th at 10:00 AM Barretto will be holding a Town Hall meeting at the Senior Center.

June 30th and July 1st – 25th Anniversary Celebration of Blue Mountain Elk Initiative.  Will be signing up a new Chapter.

2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 7:00 AM Legislative Connect with Barretto and Hansel.  At OSU Extension meeting room.

Adjourned 10:30 am.

Respectfully submitted, 

Eileen Williams
WC NRAC Standing Committee, Secretary 
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