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[bookmark: _GoBack]STANDING COMMITTEE MEETING
November 24, 2015
9 AM –OSU Meeting Room

NRAC Standing Committee Members Present
Bruce Dunn, Chairman			John Williams, OSU Extension	
Nils Christoffersen, Wallowa Resources	Kris Stein, USFS
			
NRAC Members
Heather Melville, Small Woodlands					
	
Others 
Jake  Lubera, USFS  				Todd Nash, Rancher			
Eileen Williams


The meeting was called to order at 9:03 am by Chairman Bruce Dunn.
Minutes were approved as presented.

OLD BUSINESS
Wallowa-Whitman Forests Collaborative
-Last month met with Umatilla group.
-Spent 1 ½ hours with people making position statements
-Facilitators were too polite
-Resiliency project
	Mechanical warm dry only
	Burning any site
	They have already put side boards on project.
	They have made up their minds.
	Scope and science will be helpful in the long run. 
If identify area early before scoping, maybe would know what we agree and disagree on.	
	Should be in the minutes (Umatilla minutes, Nils, will try to get them sent out). 
After noon discussion of Collaborative involved in NEPA  
	
Lower Joseph Creek
	-Final decision is on the shelf and ready to go.   
	-Waiting to formalize with fisheries, 
-Have had a turnover of personnel the people who were in the field and supportive are no 
longer there. 
-NMFS, at level two review.  
	-New approach they are trying to figure out how to proceed.
	-Regulatory agencies and forest have not resolved all issues.
	-As it sits forest service picks at the NEPA
	“Two Weeks” should know something. 
Bruce -	When we did assessment 56,000 acres of timber with 20,000 to be treated, only advanced 16,000 ready then 12,000.  We are now down to 10,950.  What Happened?(draft brief)
Neither Nils or Kris knew. Kris will see what is happening. 
Nils - Any reason for County to knock on the door as a cooperating agency? 
Kris thought it would be appreciated. 

WWFC Project
Nothing new since it was presented to the Collaborative.
NRCS convened with agency groups last Monday
	-Went through what was in every ones agenda
	-They agreed on Lostine corridor as top priority.
	-Also brought up Morgan Nesbitt upper Imnaha Divide area, it over laps other projects.  
		Nils said that this was an area that we, NRAC had looked at.
		Starts were Cold canal ended goes to east, North of Puderbaugh to Imnaha.
		A lot of need for forest restoration.		
Forest service has been looking at about 90 thousand acres.
Breaks country and steep ground.
John - Do not put it in to WWFC  they are to slow and this is too important to county
Bruce – There was talk of FS looking at Lostine to Minam,  know hear talk about East of 
the lake, Two Chiefs area.
Kris - Looking at both
Bruce - What are you looking at for Two Chiefs, the Bear Creek area is a Big sage area, 
but, having trouble getting landowners involved.
-Do not know what WWFC will do, they are doing a lot of talking
-We are more encaged as a group

EPA – Handouts from Paul C.   old business next month scan and send.
	Last meeting Jeff asked him some questions and so Paul left these for us to look at.

NEW BUSINESS

Road condition Score card - 
-We agreed that if there was a road that can’t be agreed on, on paper,  than would go out and 
look at the road.
-Needed a score card, and this is what was developed
-It is simple, but effective.
-Suggested that we do a field trip and try it next field season.

Obama Natural  Res Mitigation
-Lot of concern, Kris said that they thought it was stopped, was surprised it passed.
-This is not good, it is a disaster.
-Will over shadow NEPA 
-So broad depends on how agencies address it. You could kiss any action good bye.
Kris - The County may want to respond to this?
Bruce – This is just an executive order
Nils-   December 8 -12 there is a meeting of Rural Voices for Conservation will try to find out 
more.
John - The County needs to respond against it


 Shaded Snowpack NRCS
-Shows that we were right when we did the Salmon Plan.
-Backs up research that has been done
-Complete slide show was e-mailed 
-Todd, does it address over stock of small trees? 
-Bruce - yes
-If clear cut see a spike of water over 2 – 7 years.  Discussion

Legislative tour
-John heard that it was the best tour that we have had in years for legislators   
-Back and forth dialogue, made it good.
Todd - As day progressed built a relationship with legislators, a lot of dialogue developed and back and  forth discussion.
Nils - When visited with Brownscombe talked about trying to find ways to get State to help build 
         broader support for active management through the forest collaboratives.
-Local voice and local case
-Hansel contacted John asking for a tour and wanted help to organize it.
-Worked with Barretto and Hansel.  When Governor wanted to be included started getting calls 
            telling John who was coming from their organizations.
Bruce- There was good dialogue 
Todd – Had a good response to Wolf segment.  
Matt spoke on the fire issue.   They are starting to realize that they need to change  funding
Nils - They are having a meeting to discuss the demand of work force and funding of fires.
 	 

Lostine 
-Top priority this year, land owners are more receptive since fires.
-Plan to do a Farm bill, NRCS is involved, primary purpose of doing work is public safety.
-Have to call it public safety so can work through maze. 
-Thinning and hazard removal and fuel reduction
-Will rely heavily on existing data. Will try to do some stand evaluation by going out on 
        Snowmobiles
John - Have heard talk of allowing firewood collection, is there a chance of fire wood decking 
        because of danger of falling trees?
Kris – Yes addressing options.  It will be a challenge.
Todd -Are you limited to a number of acre?
Kris –Yes, limited to 3,000 acres,  but this meets the 3,000 limit.
Nils – Some of the environmental groups are concerned about this.
Kris - This has been public safety issue so maybe if we get them involved early we can work 
       through it.
Kris - Hope to have signed by end of fiscal year.

UP DATES 

Resolution by WC blaming Washington DC for Natural Resource problems
-County Commissioners passed, Susan will take to Salem but Mike doubted it would pass County Association of County Commissioners, because they get money from Washington DC.
-Walden and Wyden’s offices did not like it at all.
-Doubt it will go anywhere.

Community Wildfire Plan
Matt spoke to Mark Jacques of Union County has almost finished and has 10,000 dollars through Cohesive Wild Fire Strategy to help hire Jenni Rienhardt to start update first of the year. 

ATLES
Going forward to OWEB for funding in process of going through project 

Alder Slope Fuels Reduction 
Kris went through last month; there are 70 acres that mechanical and some private
NRCS feels pleased with project.

Title II
Cynthia and Susan are working on it.
Last year’s projects have been resubmitted for 2015.  
Next year’s projects need to be submitted in January. 
We will look at projects in February
Same amount of money as last year.
Matt is going to submit a proposal for staffing a guard station in Troy. 

Blue Mountain Plan Revision
Kris - Plan is by next September to have final plan in draft.  Now sounds like they are doing 
     Supplement ,which will add time.
John  - When we talk about bias in the plan, that cannot be addressed in a supplement?
Kris – Correct.  I will try to find out more of what is going on.

Travel Management Plan
Sub part A is going to be rolled out region wide, not a decision, on hold by regional office, do 
      not know  why.
John – Still have errors on the map that need addressed.
Kris - Do not see any reason that we couldn’t go out and clean up the roads
      Will look at in January.

Salmon Plan
Nothing 

Old and New Photos
Took new photos of Ruby Peak, and working on it.

Wolves  
-They were delisted
Kris - When does it go into effect?
Todd - Goes in effect immediately 
-For Wallowa Whitman they are delisted

Cold Canal 
-Goss Hawk sounds like there is going to be less concern based on new research.
-Use the latest and best information we have.
-Bosie Casade said that if everyone else pulls their objection they will pull theirs.
-Permittee questions on grazing plans, why are they bringing up wolves.
-Wolves are not involved in EIS of grazing permits
-Elk population are over twice the level set by ODFW, how do we manage pastures that are over 
     grazed by elk?
Nils - Might be good to have a NRAC tour, to look at the conditions to get more people involved .


The meeting was adjourned at 10:42 am.

Respectfully Submitted

Eileen Williams
 WC NRAC Standing Committee Secretary 
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