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The Wallowa County Technical Committee reviews project proposals to make sure they fall within the guidelines of the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan.  The Committee makes recommendations on what activities should be done to sustain and/or enhance the natural resources.  The following is a summary of the subjects/issues the Technical Committee reviewed in 2015.
	Subject/Issue
	Description
	Action

	Project proposals for Cost-share (such as BPA, OWEB) and others
	· An OWEB grant was submitted by Wallowa Resources to update the weed inventory map and the committee provided comments.  
· Another OWEB grant was reviewed by the committee for weed treatment in Courtney Creek and Day Ridge.  
· The Committee reviewed an OWEB Grant proposal for thinning in Whiskey Creek area for several landowners submitted by SWCD.
· SWCD submitted another project proposal for thinning on Alder Slope.  It is to add some funding to NRCS’s cost-share to make the work on the steep ground somewhat profitable for loggers.  The Committee offered comments on this
· An OWEB Technical Assistance grant was brought to the committee for review to hire an engineer to design a standard design to protect the streambanks in Prairie Creek.  
· Reviewed an OWEB grant to be submitted by GRMW on the ATLAS program which will take all project data and planning documents and compile them so fish biologist can determine high priority areas for restoration that will benefit fish.  

	· The committee reviewed all the projects for their technical merit and documented how it met the guidelines of the Wallowa County Salmon Recovery Plan.  There were some projects proposals they offered non-technical advice to make it a better proposal.  They also recommended disturbed areas be seeded and weeds treated on the sites in the future years as needed.  

	U.S. Forest Service
	· The Committee was updated on the Lower Imnaha Range Analysis,   the Divide/Sheep Creek analysis and Cold Canal vegetative treatment.   
· There were some USFS projects going forth that were done under the CE process.  These were:
· Wallowa Front vegetative management (McCully Creek to Lime Quarry). 
· The 5-Mile Salvage (up on Hat Point).
· Received updates about the fires.
· Received updates on personnel changes.
· Were told about the Bird Blitz and shown the hotspots in the county for birds.  


	· Many of the agencies work on or adjacent to federal lands and it is good to know what projects are being worked on.  
· The committee helped get landowner contact information for the Bird Blitz and helped with a letter to the landowners.  

	Agency Updates
	· Updates were given on the Lower Joseph Creek and the process of implementation.  
· Updates were given on the Forest Plan Revision which and the meetings that were held in Wallowa County on road and access, grazing, and pace and scale.
· ODFW kept the group informed of fish issues, how many fish were coming to the county and where fishing was good.
· ODFW talked about the elimination of Bullhead fish in Kinney Lake to make it a better trout fishing lake. 
· NRCS explained about their funding pools and program deadlines.    
· Received updates on where weed spraying is going on for what weeds and areas that are being inventoried.  There was a big effort to do this on Morgan Butte and Nesbit areas.  Spraying was also done in the canyons with helicopters for yellow star thistle.  
· Updated on the low water year and how that was affecting the irrigators.  Some irrigators had water turned off early.  
· Were updated on the progress of the 6 Ranch meander and fish habitat improvements along the Wallowa River.  
· Were shown pictures of the logging/thinning being done up on Alder Slope on the private lands.  
 
	· The Committee is appreciative of the updates.  It is good to know what other agencies are working on.  This also allows for questions to be asked if others want to learn more.  

	Title II Project Proposals
	The decision to fund Title II again was made and the committee reviewed them in February of this year.  There were 7 projects submitted.  
	

	
	Lower Joseph Creek Implementation 
The project will support and facilitate timely implementation of projects in the Lower Joseph Creek watershed as identified in the assessment and final EIS. Lay-out, design and development of projects that are NEPA ready will begin immediately. Project contracting will begin on a case-by-case basis pending funding. This project will also support work to secure project funding.
	Comment 
· This needs to be done. 

	
	HCNRA Wildlife & Recreational Stock Water Developments 
The water developments located on Teepee Springs, Windy and Jakey Ridges, and at the junction of the Lord Flat Road and trail #1759 will be repaired/reconstructed during the summer of 2015 (see attached map). During the summer of 2015 we will field verify these four sites. At the junction of the Lord Flat Road and trail #1759 site the water trough is rusted and the spring box is not functioning. The trough is approximately 20-25 feet from the spring box. Teepee Springs, Windy and Jakey Ridge the troughs will be replaced but the spring boxes will only be replaced if they are none functional. All four aluminum troughs will have escape ramps installed once they are installed. This area receives heavy use from hunters with pack animals.  Pipe will need to be replaced at all sites. Logs may be placed to protect the spring areas and signs will be posted at each site (see attached example).  Aluminum troughs and spring boxes will be used to increase the longevity of the spring developments. Old fencing will be removed.
	Comment – 
· This is good for wildlife also.
· Metal or HDPE pipe should be used above the ground.
· Increase amount for supplies by $500 to pay for the heavier pipe. 
· Recreationists appreciate the trough availability. 

	
	Big Sheep-Creek FS/Private Fence 
The proposed fence is located along Big Sheep Creek, upstream of Carrol Creek, on USFS and private lands.  The fence will consist of reconstruction of sections along the FS/Private land boundary and new fence on private land. The Forest Service sections are located on the Carrol Creek Allotment. Private land sections are owned by Mike and Annette Lathrop who is also the Carrol Creek Allotment permittee. The fence will protect about 1.1 miles of Chinook salmon spawning habitat which is currently accessible to livestock.
The fence will parallel Big Sheep along the east bank from the FS /private land boundary along Sections 20 & 29 north to the northeast corner of Section 19.  The fence will be a 3-strand barb wire fence.  Approximate fence distance is 1.6 miles.  The fence will be maintained by the Carrol Creek permittee/private landowner. 
	Comment
· Needs to be a 4-wire fence instead of 3.
· Won’t use stays with 12’ spacing between T-posts
· Buffer varies around 50 feet 
· Put a gate across the creek so it can be opened to prevent ice and debris in high water from getting caught in fence

	
	WWNF - Coordinated Weed Control Joseph Creek and Imnaha Canyonlands 
This grant will be used to coordinate and implement the treatment of the weeds in 45 riparian acres and 110 upland acres in the Imnaha and Joseph Creek watersheds.  Title II money will fund WR for the coordination, implementation, and administration of the program, with the majority of funds going to contract spraying and survey.  Some funds will go to supplies (i.e. herbicides and grass seed) with the remaining put towards monitoring.   
	Comment 
· Same project as last year.
· Will get other grants also to compliment this grant.

	
	Eagle Cap Wilderness Collaborative Weed Control 
This project will involve the treatment, monitoring and inventory of invasive plants within the ECW.  Since implementation of the Weed Free Feed Program, there has been little to no enforcement on Forest, so compliance checks will be a component of this project.  The other component of this project will be posting of new weed signs at all trailheads accessing the ECW.  This will educate the public on how to stop the introduction and spread of invasive plants.  25 trailheads access the ECW that all serve as a potential vector for weed spread into the Wilderness will also be monitored and treated for any and all invasive plants.  Treatments will utilize biological, mechanical, and chemical methods as an integrated approach to protecting further invasion and spread of invasive plants.  There are 44 sites identified for treatment in the ECW totaling 197 acres.  50 of these acres are proposed for chemical or mechanical treatment, while 147 are identified for bio-releases.  With this project underway, partners are working the perimeter of the entire ECW with their proposed funding.
	Comment
· Will check on hay packed into Eagle Caps for weed free hay.
· 50 acres of treatment depends on if injunction is lifted.
· Could reduce cost if needed.  

	
	Muddy Sled Fuels Reduction Units 44
30 acres - This is a hand thinning and piling project that will follow treatment prescriptions designated USFS.  Specific fuels treatment for this unit include whipfelling trees under 6” dbh to aprox. 20’ spacing, buck and pile all material under 10 inches.  Piles will then be burned by the Forest Service as weather conditions allow
	.  
Comment 
· Saw this last year, but there was not enough $ to do it.
· Other parcels have been treated in this area.  

	
	UNF - Coordinated Weed Control Grande Ronde 
This grant will be used to coordinate and implement the treatment of the listed weeds in 38 riparian acres and in at least 105 upland acres in the Grande Ronde Canyonlands located in the portions of the county managed by the Umatilla NF.  Title II money will fund WR staff for the coordination, implementation, and administration of the project, with the majority of funds going to contract spraying and survey. Some funds will go to supplies like herbicides and grass seed with the remaining dollars put towards monitoring
	Comment 
· Same as last years.
· Amount could change based on 10% of funding received.  


For more information on any of the above, contact Cynthia Warnock.  
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