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December 11, 2012
OSU Extension Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Kyle Bratcher, Fish Biologist
	John Williams, Range

	Lance Burton, Range
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	 Katie Nesbitt, Guest, Observer Newspaper

	
	 
	


Bruce called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.

Minutes
There were no corrections made to November minutes.  

Projects
There were no projects to review.

Lower Joseph Creek Assessment Update
Jenny is working on writing the integration summary.   She will give a presentation on the assessment at the next Technical Committee meeting in January and then to the Forest Collaborative Group on January 23rd.  

John reviewed how the proposed project list was developed by the resource committees and then how each committee rated the projects on how it would affect their resource.  If projects did not have any negative ratings those will be proposed from the assessment.  It is hoped to have 5-6 years of projects out of this.  The various types of projects treat the watershed as a whole.  Legislators would like to see larger vegetative management projects done to reduce wildfires.  The wildfires create large problems, not just the lack of trees.  In southern Oregon a watershed was destroyed by fire, even the fish in the stream were killed.  

Agency Report
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· After the 1st of the year, Kevin Martin will resume his job as the Umatilla Forest Supervisor as the position for the Wallowa Whitman Supervisor will be filled.  
· The Forest Collaborative will meet on January 23rd.   They are still working on their policies that includes who will be allowed to vote.  
· Logging conditions at this time are not good because the ground is so muddy. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Lance reported that the EQIP application deadline was extended to December 21st. 
· Lance in on the OWEB Regional Review Committee and will be gone to that meeting next week.  

Wallowa Resources
· Cynthia talked to Mark prior to this meeting and he said they are still spraying weeds in the Lower Imnaha area and in areas of the recent burn.
· Their Big Canyon thinning project is complete and they are working on finishing up another one.  
· Wallowa Resources did submit a grant proposal to the Salmon Stronghold for the Lower Joseph Creek Assessment for $70,000 to be used over 2 years.  Joseph Creek falls under the steelhead portion of their strongholds. 
· The cow hunts are currently on in the Zumwalt area.  These hunts were done to help get the elk concentrations off the Zumwalt Prairie and on to the USFS land and the breaks.  ODFW will do the hazing this year in the Zumwalt area as needed.  

Wallowa Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· Cynthia said Lisa is analyzing the data from the water samples taking in the Prairie Creek watershed and comparing them with those taken 20 years ago. 
· The Ag Service Center Christmas party is December 19th, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
· The SWCD submitted their winning posters from their poster contest to the state completion.  Two of them won state and will go on to the national contest.  

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW)
· Vic Coggins’s retirement party is February 16th.  Tickets are $14.  His position will not be filled right away, but eventually will.
· For this coming year, they are looking at modifying the Imnaha hatchery structure across the river.  During high water they can’t get the panels in and with the new design they will be able to, thus not losing fish during the high water.  This will be done between September 15th and November 1st.  

U.S. Forest Sevice (USFS)
· John reported that the TMP is on hold until the new forest supervisor position is filled.  
· Still trying to get a team together to work on the Forest Plan revision.
· The Lower Imnaha Range Analysis is on hold but hopefully will resume in January. 
· Ken will be signing the CE for the Divide Fence and water developments this week.  

OSU Extension
· There will be a pesticide training on December 18th for those who need continuing hours.  Two of these hours will count as core hours.  The training will begin at 10:00 a.m. and go until 2:00 p.m. at the Extension Service Conference Room. 
· On January 23rd, the Wallowa County Stockgrowers will have their workshop on various meat cuts and how to prepare them.  The annual scholarship dinner will be that night.  
· On January 19th there will be the annual Cattlemen’s Workshop in La Grande.  The agenda is online if folks want to know what topics will be presented.  It will be held at the Blue Mountain Conference Center.  

Other
· Title II funding for this fiscal year is not available until March.   The County may have to fund the elk nutrition study with other funds and then be reimbursed.   It is being looked into as to why these funds aren’t available until March when they were approved to fund the various projects last fall.
· Free firewood is available through Community Connection.  A commercial permit to haul it was obtained and it was hauled from Boise Cascade in Boise, Idaho.  There are several partners donating time or equipment to make this happen.  

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:52 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by

Cynthia Warnock
