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Present:                                                                                                             Guests
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Jeff Yanke, ODFW
	Pam Royce, Landonwer

	Russ McMartin, Engineer
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Aaron Maxwell, Fresh Water Trust

	Lance Burton, Range
	John Williams, Range
	Katie Nesbitt, Observer Newspaper

	Jamie McCormack, Range
	
	

	
	
	


The meeting was called to order at 8:40 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.  

Minutes
Bruce & Jeff had made some changes to the September minutes.   The minutes stood approved as amended.   

Projects 
Planning Department – Royce Dwelling Permit
Applicant:  Skip & Pam Royce
Watershed:  Prairie Creek
Description:  Royces wanted to construct a dwelling 50 feet from a ditch that goes through the property.  Harold wanted to know what precautions needed to be taken during and after construction.   There would be a buffer strip between the dwelling and the ditch.  Downstream from this site the ditch and a pond are fenced off and enrolled in CRP.  Currently there is a fence along the portion of ditch next to the dwelling which will be removed.  The committee reminded the landowner to be careful about herbicides and fertilizer on the yard since it was close to the water.  
Finding:  In the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan and Multi Species Habitat Strategies it states, under Prairie Creek – elk Fence to Hays Fork, that water quality is a concern and there needs to be vegetation along the waterways for stability and shade (pgs. 91-92) as well as to improve fish habitat (pg. 94).
Recommendation:  Jeff said there were no fish concerns in the area and the committee had no other concerns with this project.  

Whiskey Creek Culvert Update
Russ said there really is not anything new from last month’s report to tell.  The county won’t be spending money on the upper culvert because there is not a fish passage problem on that culvert, however they may look at trying to slowly increase the streambed height to the lower culvert to aid fish passage through that culvert.  

Agency Report
Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· Cynthia reported that they pulled the soil moisture monitors and downloading the data to get it to the irrigators.  
· Letters were sent out to Alder Slope landowners asking permission to GPS waterways/pipelines on their property.   This will give an inventory of what is out there and possible what future irrigation efficiency projects could be done.  
· The pipeline off the Silver Lake Ditch is being installed.   It is hoped to be completed before the cold weather comes.  

OSU Extension
· The Pacific NW Region of Society of Range Management will hold its 2013 annual meeting in Wallowa County.  They are looking at the week of October 14th.  Tours of the Zumwalt area will be done.  It is hard to predict what the weather will be like at that time. 
· John gave a wolf presentation in Doris, California, and one in Longbeach, Washington.  Folks in California were very interested in the wolf information since they have not dealt with wolves.  They also were not aware of the problems with livestock the wolves can create.  
· Landowners on the Zumwalt have had a terrible time with numerous elk coming into their irrigated hay/alfalfa fields.  Feed and water are minimal in the hills which is driving the elk into the fields.  Until we get some moisture it will remain a problem.  
· The radio auction is October 20th from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  Items are listed on an insert in the Chieftain and also available at the Extension office.  This year they will also have it online and during the auction, the amount of the bid on the item will be displayed.  A bidder still needs to call in bids on items.

Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· Bruce and Roy Garten attended the tour on Puderbaugh to look at the proposed actions for the vegetation project.  There will be some roads closed, gates installed in seasonal use roads, tree removal etc..  The project is in pre-scoping mode.
· The Forest Collaborative group toured the Lower Joseph Creek area looking at some potential forestry projects that were identified in the assessment.  The collaborative wants to do a large project in each of the 3 counties (Wallowa, Union and Baker).  Something in Lower Joseph Creek is what they are focusing on for Wallowa County.  
· There will be a Lower Joseph Creek Assessment integration meeting at 10:00 a.m. on this day.  The written document should be out by the end of November.   Bruce Sorte, Extension Community Economist, will be running a model of the potential return to the county if projects are done.  

Wallowa County Road Department
· Crews have been busy rocking the Dunham and Airport Way Roads. 
· The County received an OK from the EPA inspection on the exhaust from the asphalt plant.

Wallowa County Planning Department
· Harold attended a workgroup meeting on the FEMA ESA issue.  In the future, building in the flood plains will need to meet 5 qualities in order for building to proceed.  There are still things that need to be worked out and possible put to the test.  

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Lance reported that there are 2 other pipelines in the planning stage like the one that is currently being implemented.  
· On October 25th there will be a presentation on Ventanada grass and the research done on it.  The meeting will be 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The location will be announced. 

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW)
· ODFW is finishing up the fish counts.  The Chinook count was lower but overall within the average when compared to other years.  The steelhead run will be lower.  USFWS is finishing up the bull trout counts. 
· The Lostine project is finishing up.
· The Kokanee are almost done spawning.  The counts are up, but the fish are smaller.
· An assistant fish biologist was hired.  His name is Kyle Brasher and his first day will be October 22nd.  He grew up in Baker and has done temporary work here in Wallowa County.  

U. S. Forest Service (USFS) 
· Jamie brought some information on the Puderbaugh vegetation project.  
· It is the first day for the acting District Ranger, Brant Peterson.  He will be here for 3-4 months.  
· Work on the Lower Imnaha Range Analysis will be starting back up. 
· The Weed position was offered to Becky Jo, but it is hung up in Human Resources.
· There is no update on the divide fence.  

Freshwater Trust
· Aaron said most of their primary work was in Catherine Creek, but they are looking at things in Wallowa County such as the Westside/Poley Allen diversion consolidation and water rights on Camp Creek.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted By:



Cynthia Warnock



 


