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Wallowa County Technical Committee
October 14, 2014
OSU Extension Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	John Williams, Range
	Lance Burton, Range

	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Coby Menton, Geology
	Mitch  Daniel, Nez Perce Tribe

	Dana Nave, Hydrologist
	
	 Aaron Maxwell, guest, Water Trust 

	
	 
	



Bruce called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m. 

Minutes
The September minutes were approved as mailed out.  

Projects
OWEB - Sheep Ridge Ditch Diversion
Applicant:  GRMW
Watershed:  Lostine River 
Description: The GRMW will co-manage this project with the Nez Perce Tribe or hand it over.  This diversion structure has a concrete fish ladder that was built in the 60s.  The wooden diversion structure is the biggest problem for fish passage regardless what size the fish is and there is not a pool below it.  The time that the chinook need to pass through is when the water flows are low,  but fish need to be able to pass through it year round.  The design will be the same as the Lostine diversion structure being a roughen channel diversion using large rocks.  This goes through consultation better.  The irrigators ask that the elevation at the ditch be kept the same.   The survey and modelling have been completed and the review of the design and proposal is what needs to be done.  The primary objectives are to restore passage, restoration of bed material and provide irrigation water.   The fish have been monitored going up the Lostine and the data shows the amount of time it takes a fish to get over the diversion when the water level becomes lower.  This data also helped with getting funding for this.  CHMP pre-project monitoring has been done and will continue after the project has been completed.  

Aaron asked if there was a measuring device on the ditch.  There is not currently and it may be a good thing to add to the project. The riparian area will have minimal disturbance as most of the work will be done instream.  There will be a staging area and an access route.  Dana was concerned with the 4-foot diameter rock and did not think there were many in the river this size so it would not imitate the natural bottom.  Coby said they were not trying to duplicate the bottom, but use natural material.  The rocks have to be large enough so they will hold and make a sturdy structure.  It would not be cost effective to build something that did not have a long life.  It is hoped that implementation will begin in the 2015 instream work window.  It should take 2 weeks to build.  
Findings:  – In the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan under the Lostine River – Stratherns Pond to Canyon it states the physical barriers are a concern for fish passage and should be fixed to allow passage.   (pg 50).   
Recommendation:  It was recommended that the areas of disturbance outside the river, be reseeded and treated for weeds.  Coby said they will be monitoring this for a couple of years after the project.  The committee recommended the Planning Department sign the Land Use Page of the OWEB application.    


Introductions
Since everyone did not know Mitch, Bruce asked him to tell the group a little bit about himself.  Mitch came from the South Fork Salmon River where he worked for a consulting agency.  Prior to that, he worked 10 years for the Nez Perce Tribe.  He has been in Wallowa County for 2 months.  He is also covering south east Washington so his time limited here in the county.  

Agency Reports
Grande Ronde Model Watershed (GRMW)
· Coby reported that the Baker project on the Wallowa River is coming along.  The designs are 30% completed and the permits and consultation still need to be done.  It may be implemented in 2015, but it depends how fast things progress.
· Still waiting to see if the ownership on Grouse Creek Ranch will change so the diversion structure is on hold.
· The diversion structure Summit Creek probably  won’t be fixed because a fixing it would mean building a road to it and then ODFW decided not to put in an up to date fish screen.  The USFS also wanted the ditch on the steep hill contoured which was something BPA would not pay for.  
 
Water Trust
· This year marked the 10 year anniversary of Water Trust paying irrigators to keep 15 cfs in the Lostine River.  Currently they pay $164,000 per year. They will be renegotiating this and determine how long they will have to pay this money.   
· They are looking at consolidating the Westside/Poley Allen ditches.
· Umatilla is still looking at buying/leasing water rights.  

U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
· Dana is in the process of getting the temperature monitors out of the water.  She would like to go to year-long monitoring, but she would need to upgrade the temperature probes.
· She is finishing up on some end-of-the year reporting.
· This fall Dana went and looked at diversions on USFS land.  From the list she was given, some of the diversions were actually on private land, and others were not where they were identified on the map.  
· She is finishing up the data collection for the next FS range analysis called Big Sheep Divide 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Lance said they are planning on doing the forestry portion on Alder Slope and they are finishing up the inventory.
· Looking at getting some funding for doing riparian work in the Prairie Creek watershed.  They and the SWCD will be getting a letter out to landowners. 
· They still don’t know the deadlines for their programs.  

Nez Perce Tribe 
· Mitch is working with Coby on some projects and meeting with Aaron to discuss the Westside/Poley Allen Ditch.
· He will be working with the USFS to prioritize projects they have proposed and has gone out with the ID Team for the Lower Joseph Creek forest management projects. 
· Lance and Cynthia took him out to look at Prairie Creek to look at the riparian areas and see what the tribe could contribute to the projects.  
· Because Mitch is traveling so much they will be hiring a specialist to help in this area.  

OSU Extension
· John said the portal trough system is deployed out on Burnt Creek on Wentz’s allotment.  The satellite signals every 6 hours to let the producer know the water level in the trough.  The trough has a solar pump on it and it can pump up to 100 feet.  There is about 15 to 20 pair watering off it.  The cost of the whole set up was about $6000. 
· The 4H radio auction will be October 25th.  The items for auction can be seen online.  
· There will be a calving school on December 9th beginning at 11:00 a.m.  It is a 3 to 4 hour long training.  
· The pesticide training will be December 17th. 
· For the wolf/cattle research the next report is ready to send in. 
· Landowners in the Zumwalt area are getting 5 damage tags to give to people to cow hunt.  The hunts are for two weeks.  Hunters that were not able to fill their tags can turn them in for a damage tag and pay $7.  The damage tags are good from August 1st to January 26th, 2015.  This is an effort to try to reduce the number of elk in the Zumwalt area.  

Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
Bruce said the Mt. Howard Tram owners were worried about the Mount Howard – East Peak: National Natural Landmark.  The County Commissioners wrote a letter expressing their concern with the designation.  
· Some of the Standing Committee met with the ID Team on the EIS draft.  In alternatives 2 and 3 the road closures were close to the same number, but the forest supervisor wanted to see a bigger difference between the alternatives with one of the alternatives being closer to the Forest Plan guidelines.   The NRAC also wanted to know what level of decommissioning they were talking about.  Could these decommissioned roads be used in the future for management and fire suppression.  
· The guidelines to be looked at for gates on county roads were looked at by the Standing Committee and the Commissioners adopted the criteria.  
· On October 20th, there will be a meeting with the ID team to discuss the Lower Joseph Creek EIS alternatives.  

Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· Cynthia is finishing up some project final reports and quarterly reports.
· They will continue the water samples until March 2015.  This will give 3 years of data.  
· Will be having a meeting with all those involved in the Leafy Spurge project to discuss how everyone thought the project worked and what needs to be done in the future.  
· The Oregon Department of Agriculture had their quarterly meeting in Wallowa County and one afternoon they toured various farms/ranches to see what producers are doing in Wallowa County and to learn what some of the issues are that they are dealing with.  The producers did a great job. 
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With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by:


Cynthia Warnock
