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Wallowa County Technical Committee
September 11, 2012
OSU Extension Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Coby Menton, Geology 
	Jamie McCormack, Range

	Russ McMartin, Engineer
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Rod Childers, Guest

	Lance Burton, Range
	John Williams, Range
	 



The meeting was called to order at 8:40 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.  

Minutes
The group reviewed the July minutes. Cynthia said that Jeff Yanke needed to be added and under the OSU report the tour was to look at the OSU research in place of looking at the grazing paddocks.  
For the August minutes under the GRMW Coby noted Steve’s last name was spelled incorrectly and USFS applied for the Whiskey Creek culvert fix not the county.  Both the July and August minutes stood approved as amended. 

Projects
Trail Creek Bridge
The Wallowa county Road Department is looking gearing up to fix the Trail Creek Bridge on Camp Creek.  There is a weight limit on it now.  Funding for this is some that they had received to work on roads.  Camp Creek is used by steelhead and Chinook.   

Forest Collaboration Meeting 
Last Thursday there was a Forest Collaborative Meeting and when discussing large projects that could be done, it was suggested Lower Joseph Creek would be good to look at since the assessment is almost done and projects will be identified.  The group would like to see a large project done in Baker County as well.  Having a multitude of agencies on this committee helps streamline this projects through the review process.  It was also discussed smaller groups in each county develop the projects then submit them to the forest collaborative.  

Looking at the Forest Plan revision is another task the collaboration want to take on possible getting a representative from all three forest (Malheur, Wallowa/Whitman and Umatilla) that are in the plan.  Kevin Martin will ask his superiors as to how they should pursue this.   

Divide Fence
September 21st is the end of the comment period for this fence.  A CE is being done for it.  Jamie will send Cynthia the information to get out to the Technical Committee.  

Agency Report
Wallowa Soil & Water Conservation District
· Cynthia reported the District is doing water quality monitoring and also has the soil moisture monitors out.  
· Looking at putting together a grant proposal to do some riparian plantings within cages and monitor the plants.   Hope to show that caging plants is a better way to go than fencing off the whole riparian area. 
· The District currently has 2 agreements with NRCS for funding to hire an engineer to design the pipeline projects.  They are currently working on a 3rd one.  
· The goats have done the second grazing on the leafy spurge in the Leap area.  Hopefully the bugs are boring into the plant roots.  
· The pipeline projects in the upper valley are getting ready to put the pipe in the ground so there have been trucks with pipe coming in.  

OSU Extension
· Wildlife Services did an EA on actions they can take for management of the wolf.  A group from NRAS met and made comments on this.  With the EA in place wildlife services can eradicate a wolf if they are contracted to do so.  
· The OCA quarterly meeting is in Bandon next week.  John will also be giving a presentation on wolves in northern California.
· The Pacific Northwest Society of Range Management meeting will be September 26-27 in Longview, Washington.  
· The 4H Family Appreciation Night will be Sunday.  
· October 20th is the date for the radio auction. 

Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· For the Travel Management Plan the USFS GIS person retired and the new person contacted Dawn, Wallowa County GIS person, asking for Wallowa County’s road data so communications are improving
· The Puderbaugh Vegetation Tour is September 16th.   Because of the fires it may have to be rescheduled. 

U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
· On September 28th, Mary DeAguero will be leaving her ranger position at the USFS office in Wallowa County to go to Golden, Colorado where she will be the head of engineering.  
· Jamie reported she has been on the Cache Creek fire the last 3 weeks.  They are working on the BARE plan for restoration money to do weed control and seeding.  There is still some unburned islands and they are watching this so it does not jump the fire lines.  There were 3 permittees affected by the fire. 
· The Swamp Creek cattle guards are ready to be installed.  
· Puderbaugh vegetation treatment is the USFS number one priority and so they have not been working on the Lower Imnaha rangeland Assessment.  
· There will be a proposal out to do some prescribe burning in the Chesnimnus area.  A categorical exclusion will be done.  
· The Forest Plan has not come out yet and probably won’t any time soon.  

Wallowa County Road Department
· The road crew has finished up 10 miles of chip sealing for the year.
· Russ said he is meeting with DEQ tomorrow for them to do a source test for air pollution at the asphalt plant. 
· On the Whiskey Creek Culverts, there are actually 2 culverts – one at Jim Town road and on further up Whiskey Creek.  The USFS applied for $300,000 in grant funds from Western Federal Lands and received it, however they applied for the culvert up Whiskey Creek.   Well the it gets more confusing from this point on so the outcome of all of this is that there is $600,000 to fix the one culvert that really does not need fixing because it does not impede fish passage.  The one by the Jim Town Road does.  The County could fix both for this price.  ODOT however has to get a cultural review, get designs done, go out for comment etc.  The process is the opposite of what this committee sees.  Usually the majority of the planning is done when we go out for funding.  Stay tune for updates. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Signup for CSP is going on.
· EQIP funding pools this year are for help in the Leap area with Leafy Spurge and irrigation in Prairie Creek.  There will also be funding available for high tunnels.
· FSA opened emergency grazing on CRP and got it extended until November 30th.  
· They are getting funding to help those that suffered losses in the fire.  Lance was not sure what amount of help would be offered or what it could be used for.  

Grande Ronde model Watershed (GRMW)
· Coby said BPA has committed $300,000 a year to Wallowa County which is good since their priority areas are Catherine Creek and the Grande Ronde.  The money is to be spent on anadromous fish with a preference on Chinook streams.  
· The deadline for BPA project proposals is September 15th and OWEBs is October 22nd.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The first fish salvage conducted on the Lostine was on August 1st before the river was put on the east side of the channel.  The contractor finished 75% of the riverbed work on August 30.  On the 31st there was another fish salvage done and the channel was moved to the west side of the channel to finish the structures.  The grade is steep and there was only from the diversion to the bridge which is about 350 feet to build the grade structures.  There were 11 weirs installed with rock ribs (required by NOAA, ODFW(Salem), and USFWS).  Turbidity has been a big issue, not from a fish standpoint, but from locals.  There are dead salmon in the river - most are natural mortalities after spawning and construction is not a likely cause of fish mortality.  Access permission was gathered from all landowners.  Ownership and maintenance of the weirs will remain ODFW.  

Other 
Fire Update
Jamie gave an update on the Cache Creek fire.  It was started by lightning just south of the Oregon/Washington state line.  The fire went north and most of the resources were on that side to protect the private lands and residences.  When the fire moved to the south, there weren’t the resources to fight it.   They did get a 150 foot swath along the 46 road to keep the fire from crossing over to the west side.  They did go over their budget on this and had to borrow money to help with the past 2 weeks.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 am.

Respectfully Submitted By:


Cynthia Warnock
