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Wallowa County Technical Committee
September 8, 2015
OSU Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	David Bates, Hydrology
	Brian Clapp, Weeds

	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Montana Pagano, fisheries
	Lance Burton, Range

	Dana Nave, Hydrology
	
	

	
	
	


The meeting was called to order by Bruce at 8:37 a.m.    

Minutes
There were some grammatical changes from Bruce and Dana but they did not change the content.  Stood approve as corrected.  

Projects
Wenaha Trail
Brian said they had received funds to improve the Wenaha trail; however from all the fires it is really a mess now and there will be some more timber downfall in the future.  There is a concern about the weeds that are within the Grizzly Bear fire.  Brian has some Title II funding to treat in this area and if funding is requested thru BAER (Burned Area Emergency Response) they will have a better chance to get a large majority of the weeds treated.  There are other agencies that have funding for specific things so there may be more funding for weeds.  

Title II
There still needs to be a RAC up and going before they can approve last year’s project proposals.  

Falls Creek fire
There will be no future restoration on this fire because it was in the wilderness.  

Agency Report
Wallowa Resources
· On September 15th there will be a presentation by an fertilizer company, Bio West Ag Solutions,  that will be manufacturing a bacteria that has been found to attack medusa head, cheat grass and jointed goat grass.  Ann Kennedy, a professor at Washington State University, discovered the bacteria while working on improving wheat yields.  The bacteria can be mixed with an herbicide  and sprayed on the invasive grasses.  The cost with an herbicide is $8.52/acre.   Brian would like to do some 100 acre test plots.  It takes 2-3 years to see the results of the bacteria.  Seed can also be treated with the bacteria, but Bio West Ag Solutions will not be doing that this year.   The bacteria has a 3-week life span when it leaves the factory so it needs to be put on the ground as soon as it is received.  The bacteria also has to be applied when the temperatures are below 500F. The company will begin making the bacteria in October.  
· Nils is applying for money for Lower Joseph Creek.  The Wallowa Stewardship program currently does not have a project manager and so they are looking for a part-time person to fill this.
· The hay station opens September 30th.  Montana asked how it works because she will be volunteering time at the station.  The reply was to give out the brochures and sell the weed-free hay to those that need hay.  
· BLM had too much money and they gave Brian $120,000 for weed spraying.    

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Some of the thinning projects may start back up on the Slope if fire restrictions are lifted.  
· Nate has been working on the Alder Slope pipeline project.  

· Lance and the NRCS intern walked all of Prairie Creek to look at and GPS the cut-bank sites. 
· Lance will be the acting District Conservationist (DC) in Condon until the middle of October.  
· They are in the middle of certifications for payment.  The payments for the leafy spurge ends this year.  He has spoken for bugs again next year.  There is also a new chemical spray out call Prospective which is to target leafy spurge.  

Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]David said this was not the best year to be the watermaster especially since it was his first year in the position.  It was a dry summer and some irrigators were told they had to turn their water off.  Any water right after 1961 were cut off.  Some irrigators above Troy were allowed to turn water back on because of an increase in flow.  David said that the irrigators and people in general have been really good to work with.  He now has a gauge on the Wallowa River above the lake so he knows what is flowing into the lake.
· There was not a county or state drought declaration for Wallowa County but was a federal declaration.  
· This winter David will be updating water maps.

U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
· Dana said because of the numerous fires, most of the staff were busy on fire related work.  The rain that fell on the Falls Creek fire was a Godsend.  It is not known how the fire was started, but they think it was from some hikers.
· Dana has done some work on the Wallowa Valley Front project and after the fire season will resume work on it.  
· The Teepee Springs fire got really close to the town of Riggins. 
· Dana did get some temperature monitors out in the Cold Springs and Cabin Creek areas.  
· The LIRA record of decision (ROD) has been signed. They will now go to the Big Sheep Creek and Divide area for their next range analysis.  They hope to have it completed by next year.  
· A new planner has been hired to fill the vacancy left by Tami.   Jamie’s position in range has not been filled yet.
· She is still working on the diversion surveys.  

Nez Perce Tribe
· Mitch could not attend the meeting because he is looking at a project on the Tucannon River in Washington State.
· They had a tour on culverts a couple of weeks ago to look at problem culverts and ones that have been fixed.
· Montana is working on finishing up some monitoring reports on Swamp Creek and the Chesnimnus Area.  
· She has been working on getting up to speed on GIS. 

Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· The District’s annual financial audit is almost complete.
· The District submitted a pre-application to NRCS’s RCPP program for work on Alder Slope on the forest ground and the irrigation improvements.  They were asked to submit a full application but the asking amount needs to be reduced to 1.3 million dollars.  This will be spent over a 5 year period.  
· Been writing some small grant proposals and visiting the sites. 
· Cynthia went out with Brian to look at the medusa head infestation.  It has definitely taken over in some areas 
· Working on some monitoring reports and final reports.  



Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· Bruce said he does not know where they are with the Title II process.  He has not heard any updates.
· Things were on hold for the USFS because of the fires.
· The monitoring committee for the Forest Collaborative met and looked at what type of monitoring they would like to see done on the Lower Joseph Creek projects.  The type and amount of monitoring that will be done depends on the amount of funding available to do it.  Things that would be good to look at the change of the snow pack and the ground water.
· For the Collaborative it is being discussed as to how we can be better in coming to a consensus.  Doing a project from the start was one of the ideas.  Doing the analysis and developing the prescription might help the group to gain an overall sense of trust in the Collaborative.  Under the farm bill, less than 3000 acres of treatment can be done under a CE instead of an EIS.  An area in Bear Creek was suggested because there is some data available, but it needs to be discussed by the collaborative.  

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by:


Cynthia Warnock
