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Wallowa County Technical Committee
August 14, 2012
Ag Service Center Conference Room

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present:                                                                                                  Guest:
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Russ McMartin, Engineer
	Aaron Maxwell, Or. Water Trust,  Guest 

	Lance Burton, Range
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	

	Coby Menton, Geology
	Mark Porter, Weeds
	



Bruce called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.    Approval of the July minutes was tabled until the September meeting.  

Title II Project Proposals
Title II project proposals are due to Cynthia by Friday, August 24th.   The Technical and Standing Committee will have a joint meeting on August 28th, 9:00 a.m.,  to review and recommend which projects should be funded.  The overhead cost for the USFS is 6%.  The project recommendations will be taken to the County Commissioners’ meeting September 4th and then submitted to the USFS.  Title II funds were just authorized again for this fiscal year which ends September 30th.  This is why the process has to be such a fast turnaround. 

Travel Management Plan
USFS Supervisor Monica has been re-assigned to a research position in Portland.  Kevin Martin has been selected to fill this position and wants to set up a meeting with the county to review the TMP process, both past and future.  There had been 3 public meetings set up in September, but this in on hold so the Kevin can review the process.  There will be a meeting with the NRAC sub group to review the maps.  There are issues about fish habitat (should be near a stream and not on top of Mount Howard, and elk habitat areas and distances from roads (don’t take slope aspect in consideration).  There are also discrepancies in the open/closed roads when between what the county has and the USFS has.  

Agency Report
Wallowa Resources
· The Lower Joseph Creek Assessment integration meeting is August 30, at the Cloverleaf Hall.  Jenny has made up a large spreadsheet of project recommendations so each group can look at it and rate the proposed projects.  She has a rough draft written for the assessment.  The road portion is hard because the TMP decision can trump any decisions made now.  
· Mark will be submitting 3 thinning projects for Title II funds and one for the Lower Joseph Creek Assessment.  
· The Blue Mountain Biodiversity sued the USFS on 3 items pertaining to weed spraying.  The judge upheld 2 of the decisions, but did not uphold the decision on accumulative effects and so put an injunction on spraying weeds.  Because of new information, the injunction was lifted and so weed treatments have begun.   It is hoped that the new information sent to the judge will help in future lawsuits.
· The Zumwalt Elk project was funded again this year, but at a reduced cost.  ODFW will do the elk hazing as needed.  Wallowa Resources will be keeping track of where the elk are.  There are more hunting permits offered this year in the area.  
· They have contracted a timber thinning at McCoy and will go to the Mt. Howard thinning.
· The weed levy will be on the ballot this fall. 

Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· Bruce had already everyone on the Title II funds and the TMP.    
· The Wallowa/Whitman Forest Plan Revision should be out the end of this month or early next month. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Lance reported that they have checked all the CRP fields that are enrolling or re-enrolling in CRP.  
· Last week they went to a training on soil health.  It was interesting and some things will change based off this soil information. 
· They are working on funding strategies for the future.  

Wallowa County Road Department
· The road crew finished up cleaning up after the slides in the Troy area.  
· They are also working on cleaning culverts.  
· The Agriculture cleanup day for chemicals is October 17th.  
· The asphalt plant will be started up on the 15th.  

Grande Ronde Model Watershed (GRMW)
· The Lostine diversion is scheduled to be completed on September 6th.  Steve linsley is the contractor and began work on July 2nd.  The river will be moved to one side and then the other because there is now good place to put an alternative channel.   
· A culvert on Whiskey Creek was identified as a fish passage barrier.  The county thought the one identified was the Whiskey Creek/Jim Town road culvert and applied for funding to fix it.  The one that was identified is up the Whiskey Creek road further that provides access to the USFS.  With the funding ODOT feels both culverts could be replaced for around 1 million dollars.  They will be having a meeting on this September 5th, at 9:00 a.m..

Oregon Water Trust 
· Aaron said he is in the learning mode and was at the meeting to learn what other resource groups were working on.  

Wallowa SWCD
· The District is continuing to do the water quality monitoring in Prairie Creek.  Thanks to BOR doing the lab work for free, samples are taken once a month. 
· Working on getting engineering funds of another pipeline project.  Been having meetings with engineers and irrigators on the other two pipelines so construction can begin this Fall.
· The goats are done grazing the leafy spurge in the Leap area.  Another 200 were brought from Idaho to help with this.  
· The District annual audit begins this month.
· Will be doing an inventory on ditches, pipelines etc. on  the Alder Slop area so when activities in the Prairie Creek area are completed funding pools can be focused on Alder Slope.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 


Respectfully Submitted by;


Cynthia Warnock

