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Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Ted Masters, grad student

	Montana Pagano, Fishery
	Katie Nesbitt, Guest
	Kyle Bratcher, Fishery



The meeting was called to order at 8:40 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.

Minutes
The June minutes stood approved as corrected. 

Projects
· For Lower Joseph Creek the draft record should be out tomorrow.  The Biological Opinion (BO) is out.  There is a reduction in what will be commercially cut and thinned in the record.  There will be objections to the decision and the county will be one of them. In the implementation prescriptions there are lots of “tests” such as working in R4 and in the R1 riparian zones.  Because of these “tests” there will be objections. Bruce thinks this will probably go to court.  Last summer, the Center of Biodiversity was out gathering data.
· The USFS had a tour on June 23rd to look at the treatment of hazard trees.  There was also a public meeting at the Cloverleaf Hall last Thursday from 6-8 p.m.  HCPC was more concerned about the process the USFS was using than the actual project.  Their concern was the project should have been taken to the Forest Collaborative for review.  Montana asked why it was not taken to the Collaborative.  Bruce replied that this project is for safety and to be accomplished in a timely manner.  
· The Collaborative had a tour June 22nd to look at Sage Creek.  This is an area the Collaborative is looking at doing a project as a group from the beginning through implementation.  It needs to be decided if they only want to take on one action or treat several resources in the overall area.  The Collaborative will have tours this month and next.  The purpose of the tours is to look at actions done in areas of controversy and see how the resources responded. 
· The monitoring sub-committee of the Collaborative toured the East Face project to see of the marking met the prescription.  
· The Collaborative is having some tours to look specific practices that were done in areas of controversy and how the resources responded to the work.  
· It was discussed about doing monitoring on how burns and other catastrophic events effect fisheries.  Kyle said they did some surveys after incidences and things are not as detrimental as thought.  Bruce thought we could learn from this on how to minimize fuel loads to minimize effects on waterways.  Montana would like to see areas moved to properly functioning especially if the opportunity presents itself.  
· There will be one more year of Title II funding.

Agency Reports
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· The USFS are asking for a tour on the hazard trees in the Imnaha corridor.  The stands in this area are changing and the prescription needs to be more long term besides cutting dead and diseased trees.  .  
· On the East Face project, it will be the final effects and how the stand reacts that will be important.  There have been photo points set up to go throughout the process.

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW)
· Spring Chinook fisheries were open on the Imnaha and Wallowa Rivers.  More fish came back than what was predicted on the Imnaha and Lostine Rivers.  
· Kyle is working on the Rails to Trails on Marr Pond.  It is proposed to use it as the trail head.  There would be parking, restrooms etc. added at the site.  This is good way to get funding to improve Marr Pond. Looking at putting some docks in also.  Juveniles are helping with the cleanup.  
· They won’t be stocking the high lakes this year.  It is done every other year so it will be done next year.  
· Kinney Lake has changed.  The fishing is open all year and non-motorized boats can be used.  The planted trout are doing well.  In the fall they will stock it with 1000 more fish.  Hope to have good ice fishing and early spring fishing.  
· The kokanee population is over 300,000 with an average length of 8 inches.  In 2012 the population was over 1 million.   ODFW feels the decrease in numbers is from a natural die off.  The food bank is down and the population needed to decrease.  

Grad Student
· Ted said he is doing his masters at Humbolt College on the social complex with people and wolves and the non-lethal deterrents that are being use and how the community knows about all of this.  

Nez Perce Tribe
· Mitch was on vacation for a couple of weeks in June.
· The Tribe had a quarterly meeting with NOAA and USFW to keep in the loop.  
· Anderson and Perry were awarded the design bid for the Buford Creek Culvert that is a steelhead barrier.  There is limited data on this creek in Washington.  Installation will be in 2018 in the instream work window of July 15 to August 15.  
· Montana did go on the Collaborative tour to Sage Creek and will take Mitch out today to look at the site. For the assessment of the creek they will have to look at what type of monitoring and data collection will be done and where the funding will come from.  
· The Tribe had fishing for the youth at the Wallowa Resources Watershed Festival.  
· Some staff have gone to Umatilla for a work party tour. 
· Montana went on a 3-day float trip down the Grande Ronde with Wallowa Resources weed crew.  They sprayed leafy spurge and Sulphur cinquefoil, netted some beetles and compared past photos with what is looks like currently.  There are areas that have really improved.   
· The Tribe has adopted a stretch of highway up by Wallowa Lake and they did get the litter picked up.  
· The Sheep Ridge cost negotiations went through and the project will be implemented in September of this year.  A weir will be guilt to keep chinook from spawning in the area so there will not be a take on this project.  The short-term harm will be less than the long-term benefit.  
· They have completed the statement of work for the Marr Flat fence.  

Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· Lance has accepted an NRCS position in Davenport, Washington and will begin work on July 10th.   Nate will also be leaving, but not sure when.  
· The thinning has begun on Alder Slope and Cynthia has been working on agreements between the landowners and the SWCD for the OWEB grant funding the District received for the heavy thinning. 
· Writing some Small Grants ranging from forestry to livestock water.  
· Lisa did classes for the Chief Joseph Days Camp and will have a booth at the fair and Mule Days.  

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:15am.

Respectfully Submitted By,
Cynthia Warnock
