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Wallowa County Technical Committee
May 13, 2014
OSU Extension Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                     Guests
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Lance Burton, Range
	Tami Fikstack – USFS Planner

	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Brian Clapp, Weeds
	Aaron  Maxwell – Fresh Water Trust

	John Williams, Range
	Dana Nave, Hydrology
	

	Jamie McCormack, Range
	Allen Schnetzky, Weeds
	



The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bruce Dunn at 8:35 p.m.

Minutes
Bruce asked if there were any changes to the April minutes.  There were no changes to the minutes and they stood approved as written.   

Projects
OWEB Small Grant – Friedel Headgate
Applicant:  Wallowa SWCD
Watershed:  Wallowa 
Description:  The existing headgate structure for Friedel's property has, over the years, become more inefficient as the river moves and eats away the gravel berm between the ditch and the river. The head gate sits a distance upstream of the ditch allowing water to flow over the rocks and into the ditch during high flow. This system allows excess water into the ditch. Water quantity withdrawal is only one important factor in the need to reconstruct this system. Another major issue is too much water in the ditch uncontrolled resulting in water flowing over the existing fish screen thus fish going over it
The SWCD is partnering with ODFW and the landowner to replace the existing head gate and culvert that leads to the irrigation ditch. The new head gate will be constructed and installed by the Enterprise ODFW Fish Screen Shop. The landowner will provide fill material for the installation of three 21" culverts each 20 feet long. The culverts will transport water from the headgate to the open ditch which irrigates the pastures and fields on the property.
Finding:  In the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan and Multi Species Habitat Strategies it states, under Wallowa River – Spring Creek to Head of Wallowa Canyon, lists Irrigation/Water withdrawals a high priority.  (pg 103) 
Recommendation:  There were no concerns with this project and they recommended the Planning Department sign the Land Use page.  

Agency Reports
Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· The Sixth Grade Tour will be on June 2nd on RY Timber’s property up Bear Creek.  
· On May 20th the SWCD is coordinated a tour for DEQ, ODA, OCA and others.  It is to look at water quality, riparian health and what affects them other than human influences.  
· Lisa is still taking water quality samples in Prairie Creek.  We received a one year extension on the grant since there was still money left in the project.  
· The SWCD also got an extension on the Leafy Spurge project.  There is not nearly the spurge on the hill as there was 3 years ago.  The goats will graze it again, but it won’t be as long.  
U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
· Dana said she is working on the Cold Canal timber sale.
· She is also working on the NEPA for various projects.  

Freshwater Trust
· Aaron said he is busy working in the Rogue Basin.  

Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· NRAC finished up submitting comments on the LIRA.  Next they will be commenting on the Forest Plan. 
· For the Lower Joseph Creek projects, the ID Team is writing alternatives and hope to have a draft out by July.   They have not completed analysis on any one thing yet.  
· For the Lower Joseph Creek Assessment, the final draft of the economic portion is being reviewed and then everything is done except the range part that is missing some maps and the rare and sensitive species.  They will go ahead and send it out for pear review without the maps.  

OSU Extension
· John is working on reading the revised Forest Plan.  It has taken 10 years for it to be written for 3 forests. 
· Beef Field Day will be May 15th in Burns.
· The SRM PNW meeting will meet June 11-13 at the Sun banks Resort in Electric City, Washington. For more information, go to there website. 
· The OCA mid-year meeting is in Pendleton this year the end of June.  It will be inconjuction with the Washington stockgrowers.  
· The Wallowa County Weed tour will be June 20th.  
· The Tri-County wool pool is Wednesday, July 9th.  Wool prices are down this year.  
  
U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
· Jamie reported that comments for LIRA were due yesterday (May 12th).  They received 18 comments and will be deciding on the alternative based off the comments. 
· The next analysis will be the Big Sheep Divide area.  They will be collecting data this summer.  
· Working on the Lower Joseph Creek EIS so make sure all range projects identified will get done.  
· The will begin range monitoring.  
· Tami is the planner for the USFS.  She said the objection period for the Puderbaugh project is June 18th.  This is under the 218 process.  
· They are working on the Cold Canal Vegetative project.  They will have an EA draft next month for a 30 day comment. 
· The following is a diagram of the 218 process.  It is up to the Line Officer on how the objections will be handled.  They may have all those who objected in the same room or meet with them individually.  

	Letter scoping
(public comment)
	
Draft EA
	

Comments
	Draft Decision
Final EA
	

Objection period (45 days)
	
Objection Resolution
(45 days)
	
Final Decision
	
Possible litigation.


 The CE process has changed.  There is no scoping letter or appeal process.  
· There are 3 new project proposals coming up:
1. A CE is being done for a mechanical fuels piling projects.  They are on Green McCoy, Muddy Sled, Red Vine and BVine.  June is the expected decision date.  
2. A bridge replacement on Sheep Creek over on the Idaho side. December is the expected decision date.  
3. The replacement of a walk-bridge at Kirkland.  December is the expected decision date.  

John asked on the CE since a scoping letter is not sent out if the USFS would just keep NRAC informed of there projects.  Tammy said she would.  

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Lance said they did some stuff, are doing some stuff and will do some stuff.  
· In the Farm Bill they don’t know how much funding they will be receiving.  
· For this year’s EQIP funding they have 2 funding pools.  One is for irrigation improvements on Alder Slope and the other is a forest health initiative on the slope.  They are looking at a two chief (NRCS & USFS) project like there is on the East Face in Baker County.   There may be a problem getting contractors to do the work because both projects are close in proximity. 
· Still need approval from the state office to do a Lidar flight and they are still looking for partners to help fund this. It will be of the whole valley.   

Wallowa Resources
· Nils is getting out RFPs for the extra analysis the ID Team needs on Lower Joseph Creek. It might have to be teams that do the work.
· Brian put in an OWEB grant for to spray medusa head in the Lower Imnaha area.  
· Asotin County has a 13 foot range drill they are trying to sell.
· Brian has been working on writing other grants this spring.  
· The RAC team for the Title II funds will meet on May 22nd. 
· BLM cut $30,000 out of there spraying in the canyons and Brian has no funding to cover this loss.  
· He is looking at getting more bugs out and getting a technician to monitor the bio controls.  

Wallowa County Vegetation Department
· Allen reported the survey on yellow flag iris in the Prairie Creek ditches is almost complete.
· They received a grant for spotted knapweed and hawkweed treatments. 
· The Tri-County Weed program has a new director.  Came from somewhere in mid Montana. 
· The Wallowa County Veg Department is now on facebook.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]They are working with Tri-County to come up with a weed database they both can use.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted By:


Cynthia Warnock  







