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Wallowa County Technical Committee
May 10, 2016
Ag Service Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Coby Menton, Geology

	David Bates, Hydrology
	Montana Pagano, Fish Biologist
	Brian Clapp, Weeds

	Shawn Mork, Range
	
	



The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.

Minutes
The April minutes stood approved as corrected. 

Projects
There were no new projects to look at.

FEMA/NMFS
· People that live in floodplains could purchase flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), and participating jurisdictions were to implement floodplain management regulations that reduce future flood damage. The NRIP is under FEMA.  NOAA then said that FEMA, in these management regulation plans, had to address listed species.  FEMA then prepared a Programmatic Biological Evaluation regarding the discretionary aspects of the NFIP to determine what effects, if any, NFIP has or could have on threatened or endangered salmon or steelhead and their habitat within the floodplain of rivers. There is a bill in legislation to allow insurance companies to offer flood insurance, but the bill is rather vague.  Harold Black, with the Wallowa County Planning Department, has been keeping up with all of this. Bruce will ask Harold if he would come to a Technical Committee meeting and give an update on this.  Bruce heard that Enterprise was targeted as a pilot area for this process under the small size area.  

Agency Reports
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· Bruce said for the Forest Collaborative they are looking at Sage Creek as their project to develop a prescription.  There will be a 1.5 day meeting beginning the afternoon of May 24th and continuing May 25th.  
· John and Bruce went through the USFS map that shows the designation of roads (open or closed).  There are 122 roads that differ between the USFS map and the Wallowa County map based off the road survey taken by individuals.  Many of these are short span roads (500 – 1000 feet).  Shawn said the map out there is what the USFS needs to operate. 
· The full NRAC Committee meeting will be May 17th at 9:00 a.m. at the Cloverleaf Hall.  Will review what the Standing Committee has been working on.  
· The Standing Committee responded to the resiliency project during scoping.  All aspects were covered in the letter from timber to berry picking.  There will be a draft EIS come out next.  
· The USFS announced comments on 4 projects in the scoping phase.  They are: 
· GLORIA – the project where an area in the Wilderness will be monitored every 5 years to look at the response of the resources to climate change.  and  
· Wallowa Lake State Trail – taking a shortcut user trail and making is a trail that will be recognized in the trail system.
· Hostetter Access - Request to get a driveway to private ground to provide access to the property.  The comment was to design the road with dips to control sediment dumping into Hurricane Creek and to control weeds.  
· Brock Property – Buildings were built on what was thought to be private ground, but when surveyed, the buildings were on USFS land.  This fell under the Small Tract Authority Act which is for 5 or less acres and was authorized to allow for this type of mistakes.  These acres can be considered for sale or exchange.     
· The RAC for the Title II funds will meet in June.  Still don’t know the exact amount of money that will be received.  The funding for last year’s Title II is the same as predicted.  

Wallowa Resources
· Been spraying.  The injunction has been lifted on area of spraying on the USFS lands and so they are working in Lower Imnaha.  
· They have set up a monitoring site for bio control of white top. 
· On Tulley Creek and Trion there is an Italian thistle that they are spraying, but it is still expanding.
· It is hoped the FEMA application will be finalized this month.   It will be for $41,000 and managed by Wallowa Resources.  FEMA does their own NEPA.  Any seeding in the burned are has to be all native.  The funding may be available in October.  Some of the funding will go to nurseries to grow seedlings for replanting in areas the burnt timber was taken off.  
· The ground is greening up in Troy – the seeding done this last March is taking hold.
· Some of the Wenaha trail has been worked on thru the grant that WR had received.  It will be a maintenance issue for some time because of dead trees.  
· The annual county weed tour is May 27th.  They will do some calibrations at the Cloverleaf Hall and then go to Imnaha to look at the bug loss and some test plots that were set up.  They will also be testing out a drone to help do weed inventories. 
· On School House Flat there is a great deal of white-top.  They have sprayed it in the past paying for it via Title II funds.  
· There is a lot of jointed goat grass on the powerline road in Imnaha.  There is a bacteria for this, but it is hard to use on USA land.  

U.S. Forest Service
· Shawn reported that cows are moving out on to the USFS lands. 
· The next range analysis will be in teepee and elk creek areas.
· The timber department is working on the Lostine hazard tree project and also on implementing the Cold Canal vegetative treatment. 
· The fisheries people are not finding many redds.  The creeks are beginning to go down.   

Oregon Water Resources
· David said he has been questioned about cleaning out ponds.  This is OK as long as the storage is not increased over the original amount the pond was built for. 
· There are some landowners coming to him to see if ditches on their land actually need to be there.  
· David has been measuring water and checking water rights.
· He is measuring the water that comes into Kinney Lake.  
· The Granger Ditch has asked for a measuring device and will ask people on the ditch to report their use so they will know how much water is being used.  There is a spot on Water Resources website to report water use.  The position that oversaw this was vacant because of budget cuts, but there is now a person there and she is sending letters out to let folks know this.  


Nez Perce Tribe
· Montana said they are getting water measurements in the Poley Allen and Westside ditches for the feasibility study.  
· They had a tour on the Buford culvert with potential contractors.
· The BPA panel met to look at past projects on the Wallowa and Imnaha Rivers and see what needs to be done in the future.  
· Submitted the final grant proposal to GRMW for the Marr Flat fence.  
 
Grande Ronde Model Watershed (GRMW)
· In May the GRMW Board will look at the Lick Creek culvert.  This is a partnership between Wallowa Resources and the USFS.  A technical assistant grant was received from OWEB for the engineering of the culvert.   The new culvert will be a concrete-bridge style one and have high flow culvert installed to allow the extra water to flow through during high water.   There are also wood structures for above and below the culvert.  They are asking for over $100,000 to install the new culvert.  
· They will also look at the Marr Flat let-down fence.  This will be to keep livestock out of the Big Sheep Creek.  This project is asking for $73,000. 
· The Sheep Ridge Ditch Diversion is out for the 2nd bid solicitation.  The first round bids came back higher than what money was available for the project mainly because the water control during the instream work window is more expensive because there is more flow.  The regulatory agencies agreed to allow the work to be done from the first of September to the end.  This would bring the cost of water control down because the flows are lower.  However, if there is a redd present in the project footprint area then the work can’t be done.   The bid tour will be on May 14th and the bids will be opened the first of June.  
· Coby also attended the BPA panel meeting. 
· There will be an ATLAS information meeting tomorrow at ODFW’s office at 1:00 p.m.  They will discuss who will be responsible for what activities.  

Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· Cynthia attended the all SWCD employee training on the coast.  Good trainings and fun.
· The forestry owners are beginning to get contractors to do thinning on Alder Slope.  
· The 6th Grade Tour has been set for the end of May.
· Working on an Energy Trust grant proposal with the engineer for the Ruby Peak pipeline micro hydro power stations.  

OSU Extension
· John was unable to attend and asked Cynthia to announce the following dates: 
· The OCA mid-year meeting is May 22-24 at Sun River.
· There will be a Zumwalt landowner meeting on June 1, 1:30 a.m. at the Cloverleaf Hall
· The Union County Crops Tour will be June 22nd in La Grande.
· OSU Range Field Day is June 28th in Brothers.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tentative wool pool delivery is July 11th in La Grande.  

Other
· The Woody Wolfe irrigation project was funded through a grant from Oregon Water Resources.  He will be changing from flood irrigation to a pivot.  This project does utilize the conserved water right granting a portion of the saved water to instream.  This has a potentially to effect the most junior water right holders in a dry year as they will be shut off.  If there is not an instream right then the saved water can be used evenly amongst the water right holders.   

With no further business the meeting adjourned at  9:47 am.

Respectfully Submitted By,



Cynthia Warnock
