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Wallowa County Technical Committee
April 10, 2012
OSU Extension Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                  Guest:
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Russ McMartin, Engineer
	Terry Decker, Guest 

	Lance Burton, Range
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Mary DeAguero, 

	Dana Nave, Hydrology
	Jamie McCormack, Range
	Katie Nesbitt, Reporter

	Coby Menton, Geology
	John Williams, Range
	 

	
	
	 



The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.  

Minutes
The March minutes stood approved as written.  

Projects
Planning Department – Decker Deck
Applicant:  Terry Decker
Watershed: Hurricane Creek
Description:  Mr. Decker wanted to build a 20x20 foot deck on his house.  The house is located next to Hurricane Creek and will be between the house and the creek.  There is a lawn and trees between the house and the creek.  A concrete pad will be poured and a cover over it will be built.  Dana mentioned that the flood plain maps were out of date and that there may be flooding at this site.  Mr. Decker said his house is 4 feet above the creek and he is aware that it could flood.  
Findings:  In the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan it states under Hurricane Creek – Third Bridge to Wallowa River that Riparian Vegetation is high priority (pg. 86) and should be encouraged to grow.
Recommendations:  The committee had no concerns 

BPA – Devils Run & Chesnimnus Creek Watergap Modifiction
Applicant:  USFS
Watershed: Chesnimnus, tributary to Joseph Creek
Description:  This project is to modify existing water gaps, in the creeks, making them narrower in length and rocking the streambanks with 3-5” rock.   The fence portions that go across the creek making water gaps will be gates so they can be opened so high flows or ice jams won’t destroy them.  The permittees are aware of the project and support it.  Dana would also like a letter from the ranger supporting this project.    
Findings:  In the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan it states under Joseph Creek (and Tribuaries) that riparian vegetation is a high priority and that bank erosion and riparian devegetation can be minimized by fencing off livestock access.   (pg. 118)
Recommendations:  Make sure the rock used in the streambank won’t be washed away.   There were no other concerns.  

BPA – Divide Allottment Fence
Applicant:  USFS
Watershed: Little Sheep Creek, tributary to Big Sheep Creek
Description:  This project is to build 5 miles of fence along the upper side of the Little Sheep Creek Highway to eliminate livestock access to Little Sheep Creek.  Title II funds were obtained for the materials.  This grant would be for the labor.  The fence is to address a fish issue.  There was discussion on whether this project should be submitted to BPA, OWEB or both.  Coby felt it be OWEB would be more likely to fund this than BPA.  Cost for contractors was also discussed.   
Findings:  In the Wallowa County Salmon Habitat Recovery Plan it states under Big Sheep Creek – Lick Creek to Imnaha River that water quality is a concern and bank form is a priority. (pgs. 38-39)
Recommendations:  There were no concerns about the fence and its location.  

Agency Reports
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· The County will appeal the Travel Management Plan.  They will be developing a table to show the difference between the USFS road closures and the County’s road inventory.  The county will appeal road by road. 
· The Forest Plan is supposed to be out in the next couple of weeks. 
· NRAC is writing a Wallowa County Forest Plan and just have the riparian section to complete.  This could also be used as another alternative to the Forest Service’s forest plan. 
· Bruce will be on vacation the 4th week in April.  (watch out Nevada)

U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
· Mary just got back yesterday from being on a job detail in Idaho.  She will get briefed on the prospectus on a new building.  She also said she could not remember exactly when the USFS Leadership Team said the Forest Plan was to be released, but she did not think it was in the next couple of week.  
· Dana reported that the USFS staff met to identify the priorities they would be working on.  Puderbaugh vegetative management and the Lower Imnaha Range Analysis were the high priorities.  The Analysis should be out in the fall. 
· In May there will be a dedication for those that lost their lives in the Chinese massacre.  On June 22nd a memorial stone will be placed in Deep Creek.  The writing on the stone will be in English, Chinese and Nez Perce languages.  It won’t be seen from the River.  Since there is an endangered plant species in the area the stone will be installed, Jerry will be on-site during installation. 
· Dana has been working on getting agreements done for the youth corps group to do work for the USFS.  There is a new crew leader this year.  Funding comes from Title II.  

Wallowa County Road Department
Russ reported that his crew is working on grading roads and fixing washouts that have occurred from high flows and high rain fall.  Funding for this comes from the various funds.  

Grande Ronde Model Watershed (GRMW)
· The OWEB project proposals are due April 16th.  The BPA project proposals are due April 15th.   

OSU Extension
· The urban/rural exchange will by this Thursday thru next Tuesday. 
· There will be a Wolf Symposium on May 12th in Albany.
· Eastern Oregon Agricultural Research Center will have their Beef Day on May 17th in Burns.  
· The Pacific NW Society of Range Management will be in Burns on June 22-24.
· The Youth Range Camp begins on June 17th for youth interested in learning more about range.  
· The OSU Range Field Day will be Tuesday, June 26th.
· On July 21st there will be a tour to look at the grazing paddocks on the Nature Conservancy ground.  These paddocks were done to look at cattle impact on ground nesting birds at different grazing intensities.    

Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· An OWEB grant was awarded to do water quality monitoring in the Prairie Creek watershed.  
· The District has a contract with and engineering firm to engineer one pipeline and will be putting out for bid to for another. 
· The 6th Grade tour will be in May.  
· The District participated in the 4th Grade Forestry program and provided trees for all the 4th graders in the county.  Lisa gave a presentation on the importance of trees when she went to hand the trees out.  
· Cynthia has been ordering trees for folks again this year.  

Other:
· Katie will be going to McCall, Idaho, to listen to a presentation on wolves and then to another one in Washington.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:32 a.m..


  




