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Wallowa County Technical Committee
April 14, 2015
OSU Extension Conference Room
Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	John Williams, Range
	David Bates, Hydrology

	Kyle Bratcher, Fisheries
	Brian Clapp, Weeds
	Trish Johnson, Wildlife

	Dana Nave, Hydrologist
	
	Kathleen Ellyn, guest – The Chieftan



Bruce called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.   

Minutes
Only one correction to March’s meeting notes:  LJRP “draft EIS”.

Projects
· Bruce: Have prepared draft comments on Cold Canal Environmental Assessment. Taking to the Commissioners on Monday. 
· John: Lower Imnaha Range Assessment: John talked to McClaran’s, Cynthia & Rod; will get draft objection on final decision for Monday Meeting of Commissioners; only a couple issues, mostly in support. Doesn’t believe going to see change in range conditions in 3 years; should extend the monitoring cycle to 5 or 10 years. 
· Brian: May 4th comments are due for supplemental EIS for noxious weed treatments on the Wallowa Whitman. The EIS in 2010 was fought in court and the USFS had to revise and better explain cumulative effects. New decision would allow us to get in and spray isolated patches of yellow star thistle, medusahead, etc. and reseed.  This should help produce better range conditions. Getting comments together for the commissioners. Hoping to be able to start spraying weeds again in July. 
· Dave: Cynthia and Dave working on head gate at Poley-Allen with BOR. Update should save time and water from going down the ditch.
· John: Had to respond to the consultant that is working with Mark Stauffer on new regulations for floodplains. She was looking at using the Salmon Plan as a way to manage. Looks like there will be increased requirements for approval. Had to write process and procedure used by NRAC. Explained anything that is dirt turning and close to water needs to be presented to NRAC. Realized haven’t heard from the planning committee in a long time; suggest that we need to reengage the planning department on exactly what kind of projects we should be seeing. 
· NMFS and DEQ are have redefined “floodplains” and are proposing rules that would eliminate building, and some activities within floodplains; driven by EPA. Supposedly everything existing would be grandfathered in. If you wanted to build in the floodplain it would be very difficult to do so. The same rules will be imposed for the cities that has been employed on range and forest lands.  Looking for some mechanism already in place in Wallowa County (i.e. the Salmon Plan).   Proposing all the projects done by various agencies that have been done in the county to be included in the Salmon Plan so they are all in the same place.
· Trisha Johnson: Oregon Bird Blitz update: State wide bird survey project. Sent hotspot locations where they will send ppl to survey. Reviewed and gave feed on where thought surveys would be possible. Recommended them making contact with property owners on private property. Sent list of recommended survey sites, except for partial private and private. Two day bird survey will take place last weekend in June; bringing their own volunteers. 

John: Need more background – who, why, and why now? Private land owners may be skeptical.  Trish will supply the background information and a more detailed explanation of what they are looking for, etc.  Trish explained that they are just trying to get a general census on all spp. 

Bruce: May be able to overlay with parcel layer for the county to identify private landowners, send letter to inform them, and let them decide participation.
John: Would like a good description of the project (who, what, where and when). Trisha can get GIS layer to John & Bruce to overlay with private land, then contact landowners.
· Brian: Submitting two applications for restoration projects to OWEB by April 21st. One for Technical Assistance for Tri-county and Wallowa Resources to update database system. Have already started on Access database, updating it with reports. 
One grant for restoration funding for project in Courtney Creek/Day Ridge area for noxious weed treatments: aerial inventory, aerial treatment, and ground work.
Other funding will be provided from Rocking J Ranch, Chris Cunningham, and others as private landowner match. Likely to implement next year. A lot of this land is already being treated, however not as much in the steep canyons, hence the aerial surveys. 
John: Recommend we could support this effort.
Bruce: Anyone against the motion? 
Everyone: No objections

Agency Reports
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· Forest Planning Engagement Process: Working along Susan Roberts proposal. Working inside the county with different user groups. Regional forester pushing to get forest plan done, not travel management plan. 
· Forest Reclassification Meeting. Scheduled another for May 4th. Assessing private land as to whether to pay for fire protection or not. When did last assessment, classified within 2 miles of forest boundary; created a “doughnut hole” in the county that creates lands that are not paying for fire protection. If fire occurs within this area, outside property owners are paying for cost of fighting fire; equity. May be 2 years out from implementation. 
· Forest Collaborative: Final draft consensus paper to be reviewed by various organizations prior to the next collaborative meeting on April 22nd. Wallowa County will not be a signee to the paper; if sign the consensus paper would be limited during objection period. Can sign as Cynthia for NRAC, Bruce for RY, and John for OSU Extension. Currently no consensus. Ideally all areas that are agreed upon will be included in the consensus agreement, and not where there is no agreement. So much information on LJCRP due to data made available through watershed assessment. Monitoring subcommittee is still working on coming up with monitoring protocols. Hope to have something to present by June or July.
· Will be a brown bag lunch at Josephy today regarding past and present logging. Have an old logging photo display. 

OSU Extension
· Representative Greg Waldon will be sending a letter to the regional director of BLM and regional Forest Service forester concerning the use of only non-native seeding on disturbed areas on federal grounds.  In most situations, native seeds are slow to establish and overtaken by non-natives. Need to be really aggressive on this issue. The letter will be public record. Ideally, use non-persistent, non-native seed to cover ground between eradication of non-native weed and establishment of native spp. Used fire science series analyses to compose letter: 50% of the range seedlings were successful, of those that were successful, 80% were non-native plants. Very concerned about invasive annual weeds.
· Involved in an internal hiring process for Baker County and Union County. Will interview next week. Will be livestock support and range.
· Urban/Rural Exchange: Eight kids coming with chaperones. Will be here Thursday night thru next Tuesday.
· Continuing legislative updates. Open to public on polycom (video) 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 7-8am.  Senator Hansell and Representative Barretto are usually present.  
· PNW Section of the Society for range management: Have summer and annual meeting. Summer meeting coming up June 15-17 in Burns, OR. Includes Harney County field tour, dinner, trip to Great Basin Experiment Station, and more. Get ahold of John if interested. Register before May 20th for reduced registration fee.

ODFW
· Second best steelhead run since 2010. Over 3,000 steelhead collected at Wallowa Hatchery. Little Sheep Creek facility has collected just over 700 fish with more to come. 
· Submitted harvest plan for Spring Chinook (season duration, bag limits, etc.); hope to have Imnaha open for 2 weeks, and planning 2 week season on the Grande Ronde (Wildcat bridge to Hwy 3 bridge in WA); tentatively scheduled to start June 27th.
· Looking at doing a Rotenone project on Kenney Lake first or second week of October to remove brown bullhead catfish. Holding a public meeting at 5:30 pm on May 6th at the Cloverleaf to discuss plan and address and concerns. Will have press release out in next couple weeks. Currently season open May 23rd-October 31st; hoping to have open year round. 
· Planning on doing some projects in Umatilla County as well. 
· Currently conducting steelhead spawning ground surveys in Joseph Creek basin, Imnaha, Wallowa and Prairie Creek.

Wallowa Resources - Weeds
· Flew Lower Joseph Creek. Will be treating Yellow Star Thistle from Precious Lands, down. Will be applying with horse sprayer. Project will take place soon.
· Went to Tulley Creek (on McClaren’s land) with Mark and Becki Jo. Identified a thistle called Spanish thistle; invasive spp from Spain (previously thought to be Italian Thistle). Spreads extremely fast! Believed to be in Cow Creek as well. Was sprayed last year and did not reduce density and spread further. Bio-controls were applied; will be surveying to determine if impacted. Planning on doing some test plots this year to determine what can be done. 
· Umatilla Forest wrote a bunch of grants to treat weeds this year. Will be helping them treat the forest this year. Also sending ppl to help us with treatments.
· Hiring a new person for 15-20 hrs/week. Also posting a position for a new communication position (to manage public outreach). Should be posting positions soon.
· Wallowa Resources board has changed some since Jamie left. 
· Have 71 weed projects this year. Have $167,000 in cash matches from private land owners so far. Have $428,000 from various funding agencies.
· Should be voting on Title II today on Doc Fix Bill. 
· Gets to speak at Whitman College this week regarding what Wallowa Resources does, and about wolves in Wallowa County. 
· Have contractors spraying Medusahead in Imnaha and Joseph Canyon.

U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
Trish:
· Cave and Carst training (geologic training). 
· Hiked out to Eureka bar with Lewis and Clark College students and talked about bats, mines, etc.
· Later this week will be conducting a golden eagle survey (5th year). 
· Will start conducting other surveys (Goshawks, etc.).

Dana:
· Big Sheep Divide Range Analysis; hoping draft will come out this spring. 
· This summer will be looking at diversions on the forest. Determine whether on forest or private.
· Taking a look at all water rights. Starting project by project to ensure NEPA process has been done. Hoping to get current and improved data to update system. 
· Other various project monitoring.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Spending one day with the HAWK internship program to conduct Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDEs) survey.  Will try to get 3 done, but may only complete 2.  

Oregon Water Resources Division (OWRD)
David Bates:  
· Irrigation started April 1st in Imnaha. Will drive Big Sheep/Little Sheep to assess use. 
· Been doing some water right research with Dana.

Nez Perce Tribe – Watershed Division
· Applying for Technical Assistance grant for Tulley-Hill.
· Waiting on funding for implementation on Sheep Ridge Diversion restoration; dependent on funding, tentatively implementation scheduled for 2015 or 2016
· Working with Blue Mountain Restoration Interdisciplinary Team on LJCRP comments; they are requesting formal consultation with the Tribe.
· Was able to get Mark Porter in touch with Montana Conservation Corps (weed spraying crew); Mark trying to coordinate getting them to spray flowering rush in Yakima River this summer. 
 
With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by:


Montana Pagano
