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Wallowa County Technical Committee
April 12, 2016
Ag Service Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	John Williams, Range

	Lance Burton, Range
	David Bates, Hydrology
	Shawn Mork, Range

	
	Montana Pagano
	Katie Nesbitt, Guest



The meeting was called to order at 8:33 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.

Minutes
The April minutes stood approved as mailed. 

Projects
· Coby and Mitch could not attend the meeting because they and ODFW had a conference call with NOAA on the Sheep Ridge Diversion project talking about the request to extend the instream work window. 
· There have been problems in all projects with NOAA.  They are not reviewing them in a timely manner, taking so much time that projects are not being implemented in timely manner.  The county will be asking for a congressional review of the agency to see why it takes so long to review a project.  There seems to be agreements on the level one team except for the regulatory agencies. 
· For ATLAS there will be presentation in May on the process they will be using to catalog projects and prioritize them from a stream biological standpoint. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The RAC meeting to review Title II funds is tentatively set for May.  Still not sure of the exact amount of money the county will receive.  Walden says the Secure Rural Funds probably will not be renewed, but that has been said in the past years and it was renewed.  The county road department will take a hit if the funds are not reauthorized.  They receive a lot of funding from this and if it goes away, they will have to find some other funding to replace it or decrease their budget.    
· A letter went out on the forest resiliency in response to the scoping.   John is also working on a letter for the Big Sheep Creek/Divide assessment.  The Environmental Assessment (EA) was not as long as ones in the past and there was not the redundancy.  

Agency Reports
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· Bruce said the Forest Plan Revision is to have 2 new alternatives added to reflect the comments from the public meetings.  The plan is supposed to be completed by the end of the year.  
· Bruce did not attend the last collaborative meeting.  The Collaborative has agreed to work on a project in the Sage Creek area up in Bear Creek.  The issues in the area are it is located next to a wilderness area;  there are steelhead, Chinook and bull trout present in the streams; there are many closed roads; it contains both warm and cool/moist areas.  The project will only encompass 10,000 acres.
· The Imnaha and its tributaries is where the next county watershed assessment will be.  It was asked how this would tie into ATLAS.  Bruce replied that ATLAS is based off of data available.  The assessment data is gathered if there is no data or current data available.  The assessment process consists of sub-committees with various agencies and landowners on the committees.  Some people will overlap in various committees.  When all information is gathered, there is and integration meeting of all committees to look at what action would be best for the resources.  
· The Eastface vegetation project was objected to by four groups.  One was a logging industry group (ARFC consists of several logging companies and the other three were environmental groups.  
· Still dealing with the road issue.  There are 122 roads that differ in classification between the county survey and the USFS.  


Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Lance said there really was nothing different from what he reported last month.
· FSA has hired a new CEO.  She lives in Summerville.

OSU Extension
· The Wallowa County Haygrowers are becoming more involved with Oregon hay via poly com.  John said that the poly com is available to those who could use it. 
· There will be a Candidates forum on April 28th, 6:30 p.m. at the Cloverleaf hall.  It is for one State Senate position and the County Commissioners position with 3 candidates running.   The Chamber will take questions prior to the forum.
· John will be going to Humboldt County in California to speak on wolves.
· There will be a 5-day MIMs training in June in Prineville for those interested.
· The Range Field day will be in Brothers on June 28th.   
· The urban/rural exchange took place.  There were 8 kids that came from the Sunnyside Environmental School.  In September there will be kids from here that will to Portland to stay with host families.  

U.S. Forest Service
· The comment period is open on the Big Sheep Creek/Divide assessment and are due on May 21st.  
· The Cold Springs and Teepee/Elk creek NEPA assessment will be next. 
· Cattle are being turned out in lower elevation areas. 
· Patrick Currin has been hired for the range specialist position.  All the positions in the Range Department of filled.  

Oregon Water Resources Department
· Irrigation season started the first of April in the Imnaha River drainage.   The other irrigation begins May 1st.  There is more snow available this year than there was last year so hopefully it will be a better year for irrigators. 
· The Salem office is still trying to push water development loans. 

Nez Perce Tribe
· Montana reported that Tetra Tech received the bid to design the fix for Tulley Hill Diversion. 
· The RFP is out for designs for Buford Creek Culvert.  It is hoped construction on this will begin in 2018.
· They submit an OWEB technical grant proposal for the Tamklinks site for a side channel that will provide rearing and spawning habitat for fish.  There will be riparian planting, pools and large wood structures.  A repurposed bridge will span the channel.  
· The Coho reintroduction will not be happening when it had been proposed.
· They submitted a grant proposal to the GRMWP for fence construction in Big Sheep Creek. 
 
Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· The District received a letter from the State NRCS office announcing they had received an RCPP grant for Alder Slope for 1.1 million dollars.  Another grant proposal was submitted to Energy Trust for over a million dollars for the micro hydro plants on the irrigation systems.  An OWEB grant will also be submitted for the Ruby Peak pipeline and for a project to change to sprinkler irrigation from flood irrigation.  
· The two-year Agricultural Water Quality Management Plan was done in March with ODA.
· The District Annual Meeting was in April.  The key speaker were representative from NRCS talking about the soil benefits of a cover crop and how it is working for local farmers engaged with this practice.  
· The all District employee training for the state will be next week at the coast.  




With no further business the meeting adjourned at  9:50 am.

Respectfully Submitted By,



Cynthia Warnock
