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Wallowa County Technical Committee
March 13, 2012
OSU Extension Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Russ McMartin, Engineer
	 Jeff Yanke, Fish Biologist

	Harold Black, Planner
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	 Mark Porter, Weeds

	Lance Burton, Range
	Coby Menton, Geology 
	Jamie McCormack, Range

	Dana Nave, Hydrology
	John Williams, Range
	Rod Childers, Guest

	
	
	


The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.  

Minutes
The February minutes were approved as written.  

Projects
Planning Department 
Last year Harold brought information about a lawsuit against FEMA because their flood plain plans did not address mitigation for endangered species and FEMA did not consult regulatory agencies.  The Planning Department at that time sent a letter to FEMA requesting cooperating agency status so the county could be kept informed of the process.  They never did get a reply on this.  

At a recent conference Harold attended a slide show was presented on the flood plain plans.  There are 3 options for a county; 1. Local jurisdictions adopt FEMA guidelines  2. Local jurisdiction get approval for plans by regulatory agencies or 3. Get each project approved by regulatory agencies.  

The state has asked for help from Planning Directors to put together guidelines to write a flood plain plan that will address mitigation for endangers species in the plans.  This will affect Wallowa County, but Harold feels Wallowa County is in a better position than others because we have a program in place.  Harold just wanted the committee to be aware of this.  

Agency Reports
Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· The SWCD is working on pipeline projects.  There is one currently being engineered and they will be going out for proposals to have another one designed.  There is a proposal into OWEB for funding another one. 
· The SWCD submitted 3 project proposals to OWEB.  One was the pipeline one as mentioned above, one if for water quality monitoring on Prairie Creek, and the third is control of leafy spurge in the Leap area.  

Wallowa Resources 
· Mark reported that the weed board took the strategic weed plan to the County Commissioners outlining the goals for the next 5 to 10 years.  The goals were developed with all partners in weed control. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Weed Board is starting to work on the weed levy.
· The Tri-county weed management manager position is open as Greg left to go to ODA. 
· Wallowa Resources has been updating their maps in weed inventory.   They are also designing a letter that will go to landowners asking permission for access on their land.  
· Elk hazing is still going on.  There were less than 100 elk in the hazing area last week and 500 this week. A grant was submitted to Access and Habitat for funding for the hazing program.  Mark was informed that the hazing one moved forward in the process.  
· They have been working on the Lower Joseph Creek Assessment.  There was an integration meeting between all the committees.  
· Wednesday night there will be a presentation from various young folks in the county telling about how they got started in the business they did and are keeping local traditions alive.  

Planning Department
· The issuing of permits is slow because there isn’t the construction going on like there were. 
· Because things are slow, Harold has been updating some rules such as the appeal process, language that clarifies what defines a structure, and rules on short term rentals.  
· The fishing cabins on the Grande Ronde River were approved with the location of the cabins back from the river up on a bluff.   

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW)
· Jeff has been wearing multiple hats since Bill left and there is a hiring freeze.  He will be the representative on the NRAC.
· He attended the annual conference of the American Fishery Society.  There were several presentations on fish-friendly projects that have been implemented.  
· They doing their annual stocking of ponds with fish.
· The salmon run prediction looks strong.
· Because ODFW is shorthanded, they will be bringing in people from the region to help with the spawning counts.  There is a crew in Lower Joseph Creek count and with BPA funding they are doing e-maps and red counts.  

Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· The Travel Management Plan (TMP) will be unveiled on Friday according to the newspaper.
· There will be a full NRAC meeting on April 20th.  The agenda will be to update members on issues the Standing Committee is working on.  
· The Forest Plan is supposed to be out next month.  

U.S. Forest Service 
· Jamie reported that the Lower Imnaha range analysis is in the same place as it was last month.
· She and others in the Forest Service office are working on the Lower Joseph Creek assessment.
· Mary will be coming back from her leave on April 6th.  
· Dana has been working on the Lower Joseph Creek assessment as well as doing other parts of her job.  She will bring some project proposals to the April Technical Committee meeting.  

County Road Department
· Russ said they were shipping cardboard today.  
· The crews have been grading roads. 
· The hazard waste disposal is open on the 2nd and 4th weekends a month from 10:00 a.m. to noon, at the county shop.  There will be a latex paint collection in June.  Motor oil is accepted at Ant Flat now.  

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· According to Lance there were 13 CSP signups.  
· Interviews for Tom’s position will by this week. 

Grande Ronde Model Watershed (GRMW)
· The Summit Creek Diversion project has gone out to the GRMW tech committee for review.  If they approve then it will be sent to the regulatory agencies for review.  The diversion will be moved upstream about 40 feet.
· By the end of this week they should know the pump size needed for the Alpine Meadow Golf Course.  Construction for this project should begin this spring.  The remainder of the work will be completed in the fall when the course closes.
· The Lostine Ditch Diversion designs have been approved.  There are just some site access matters to resolve.  Coby will keep everyone updated as this goes forward.    

OSU Extension
· On May 17th the OSU Eastern Oregon Beef field day will be in Burns.
· The youth Range Camp will be June 17-21.  Kids that are interested need to sign up for this. 
· June 22nd-24th is the mid-year regional Society of Range Management meeting in Baker City.  
· In Burns on June 26th the OSU Field Day will take place. 
· The Dean of Agriculture is moving on to a job in food Research.  May 1 will be his last day. 
· Larry Larson, head of the ag program at Eastern Oregon University, has announced his retirement as of September 1st.  
· The Oregon Animal Damage Council is sponsoring a wolf symposium on May 12th in Albany.  There will be various speakers there to talk about wolves. 

With no further business the meeting ended at 9:25 p.m. 

Next meeting will be April 10th. 

Respectfully Submitted By,



Cynthia Warnock

