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Wallowa County Technical Committee
March 10, 2015
OSU Extension Conference Room
Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	John Williams, Range
	David Bates, Hydrology

	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Lance Burton, Range
	Trish Johnson, Wildlife



Bruce called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.   

Minutes
John moved to approve the March minutes as written.  Jamie seconded the motion and it passed.  

Forest Service Projects
Big Sheep Creek/Divide Allotment Analysis
Shawn should have a paper on this for the April Technical Committee meeting.  The paper is based off the comments and discussions that were received and spoken.  

Lower Imnaha Range Analysis (LIRA)
Jamie wants to get this out with a draft decision before she leaves.  When the draft decision is published in the Federal Register, there will be 45 days from that point for any objections.  The County will object because they commented on the Analysis and want to be at the objection table.   This is the new process and everyone is on the learning curve for this.  

5-Mile Fire Timber Salvage
This is a thinning up by Hat Point and will go through the Categorical Exclusion (CE) process.  Clint Foster will be the one in charge of this.  

Cold Canal
The Environmental Assessment (EA) is coming out soon on this vegetative treatment project.  

Bird Blitz
On June 27-28 there will be a state-wide Bird Blitz where volunteers will be going out to count birds.  This will be done and both private and public lands.  

Agency Reports
Oregon Water Resources Division (OWRD)
· David is still out meeting people.
· One day a week he is traveling to a part of the County he has not been to.  
· There is a proposal to change dam rules especially on high risk dams. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· The cutting of trees on Alder Slope should be happening soon.
· They received more funding for EQIQ and were able to fund another 400 acres of forestry thinning. 
· For this next go around of CSP they have received a lot of applications.   

Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· The Forest Service is trying to decided how the reengaging process for the Forest Plan will be done.  Commissioner Susan Roberts told them they need to go to each county with one topic (e.g. access, forestry, grazing etc.) and talk to the public there about this issue.  From the comments they should be able to develop some alternatives.  We will see how they decide to proceed.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The comment period on the Lower Joseph DEIS closed February 12th.  
· There will be a forest re-classification meeting to update the classifications on March 18th.  Lance asked how they were classifying juniper trees.  The classification is not based on species, but basal area.  The biggest problem they have is what to classify CRP as because it is highly flammable in the late summer months, but classified as ag land, not timber land.   
· The recommendations for the Title II projects and the committees’ annual summaries were taken to the Board of Commissioners at their regularly schedule meeting.  
· The environmental community on the Forest Collaborative has put an additional layer on the Lower Joseph Creek watershed calling it a proposed wilderness and roadless areas.  In this area there is no timber harvest allowed.  
· The monitoring sub-committee for the collaborative has been holding meeting to decide on what type of monitoring is needed for the projects.  The next one of these meetings is Monday, March 16th, in Baker City.  The Collaborative meets the 4th Wednesday of the month.  
· The Collaborative is putting together a consensus paper for the Lower Joseph Creek implementation.  There are some issues that consensus may not be reached.  These are on the proposed wilderness and roadless areas and roads.  A majority and minority report will need to be done.  

OSU Extension
· For everyone to agree to a consensus paper there needs to be a great deal of trust amongst the participants, but when things appear on the alternatives that have never been discussed in the group, such as the special areas, it is hard to get all to agree on issues because there is no trust.  
· For the collaborative sub-committee for monitoring, they need to come up with protocol that will get accomplished and will be continued.  If it is too hard and expensive, it won’t get done.  
· Through the polycom the legislators are meeting with those interested in knowing what is going on in the legislation and can ask questions.  This is the second and fourth Tuesday at 7:00 a.m. at the Extension Service Conference Room.  
· John has been working on a search committee for Extension to look for a livestock person that will serve both Baker and Union Counties.  

U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
· Jamie took a lateral move and will be moving to Prairie City to work for the Malheur National Forest, Prairie City Ranger District.
· There will be a farewell party for Jamie on Friday, March 13th, 6:30 at the Range Rider for those who would like to say goodbye.  

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by:


Cynthia Warnock
