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[bookmark: _GoBack]Wallowa County Technical Committee
January 9, 2012
OSU Extension Conference Room

Present:                                                                                                  Guest:
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	Russ McMartin, Engineer
	Katie Nesbitt, Observer Reporter 

	Bill Knox, Fisheries
	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Kelly Birkmaier, USFS

	Lance Burton, Range
	Jamie McCormack, Range
	

	
	
	


The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. by Bruce Dunn.  

Minutes
The December minutes were approved as written.

Lower Imnaha Range Assessment
Kelly Birkmaier came to present the range data on assessment they are doing in the lower Imnaha for the Toomey, Rhodes Creek, Lone Pine and Cow Creek allotments.  The following are the 3 alternatives suggested:
Alternative A – No action or Current Management
Alternative B – Their proposed Action
Alternative C – No Grazing 
It is hoped to get the Environmental Assessment out this fiscal year.  Since the County has an agreement with the USFS, they can offer comments outside the public comment period.   Kelly then reviewed what resource concerns they found from their data collection and their proposed actions which would be in Alternative B.  Since Kelly followed the paper she handed out, the paper is attached to these minutes.  

In the review of the proposed activities, there was some concern about using the Lone Pine Allotment (includes Dug Bar) as a grassbank.  The following are some of the concerns:
· There are not many permittees that have USFS grazing permits in the winter so using it as a grassbank for those who can’t graze their allotment in the winter because of resource concerns (fire, overuse etc. ) is a small percentage of the permittees that would be able to use it.  
· If this allotment is not grazed every year the fire fuels increase and since this area already has a high percentage of fires, there may be an increase in this percentage.  
· Would like to see how the grassbank would be managed and the timeline for grazing.  

It was decided that Cynthia would get these minutes out in the next week and ask for comments back from the Technical Committee.  If there are additional comments someone would like to make on this and would like it taken on to the Standing Committee, please get them to Cynthia by January 20th.  

Projects
No one had any projects to bring before the committee.

BLM Resource Management Plan
BLM is having an open house on Wednesday, January 10, 4:40 to 6:30, at the Community Connection, to discuss their new resource management plan.  The BLM only has a small piece of land in Wallowa County that borders the Snake River.  This property is really steep and most of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is for recreation. 

Agency Reports
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· The County Commissioners have sent a letter to BLM asking for cooperating status in the review process of their resource management plan.  
· The USFS says the Travel Management Plan should be out by the next election.  
· Have not heard anything from NMFS.  
· On January 25th there will be a presentation of the Salmon Recovery Plan for new members of NRAC and anyone else interested in learning about the plan and how it is being implemented.  The presentation will be at 9:00 a.m. at the Extension Service Conference Room.  
· The USFS said they are moving along with the Forest Plan.
· The MOU between the county and the USFS is still being reviewed by superiors. 

Wallowa County Road Department
· Russ reported they are not plowing snow – they are grading roads though.
· They finished some base rocking on the Swamp Creek Road in the soft spots.  

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· Lance reported that they have not announced Tom’s position yet.
· The CSP deadline has been moved back to February 27th. 
· NRCS still has not announced what the EQIP payments/rates for the various practices will be.  

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
· Bill said the increased water flows have helped improve the steelhead fishing.  
· The wildlife division is dealing with wolves.  Another calf was killed in the Kinney Lake area.  
· A wolverine was accidently caught in a trap.  The trapper called ODFW who released it unharmed.  Now Oregon Wild is using this incident as a reason to ban trapping.  

OSU Extension 
· The Union County Cattlemen’s workshop will be on Saturday, January 21st, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
· The Wallowa County Stockgrower’s annual scholarship dinner is January 24th beginning at 6:00 p.m.  There will be an educational component beginning that afternoon at 1:00 p.m. 
· The Society of Range Management annual meeting will be January 29th, in Spokane, Washington. 
· There will be a pesticide training on March 1st for those who need to review for the test or those who need educational hours. 
· The Extension Office will be closed January 12th thru the 17th for the installation of new carpet.  
· The polycom is up and working now.  It may create money for Extension especially if they charge fans to watch the Superbowl on it.  (just joking)

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:03 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Cynthia Warnock



