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Wallowa County Technical Committee
January 14, 2014
OSU Extension Conference Room
Present:                                                                                                 
	Bruce Dunn, Forestry
	John Williams, Range
	Lance Burton, Range

	Cynthia Warnock, Conservation
	Kyle Bratcher, Fisheries
	Katie Nesbitt, guest, Observer Paper

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Allen Schnetzky, Weeds
	
	



Bruce called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 

Minutes
The December minutes were approved as written.  

Projects
· There were no project proposals for the committee to review.  
· There may be a conditional permit application come from the Planning Department on a bike rally on the old Kooch place.  
· Kyle said that ODOT called them about the Upper Whiskey Creek Culvert project.  Construction will take 2 weeks and will be done during the in-stream work window.  
· Cynthia said there will be another headgate project off the Wallowa River.  ODFW will build the headgate like they did on the Werst headgate project.  The grant funds are for the materials.  

Lower Joseph Creek Update
John reported that the Lower Joseph Creek committee met with representatives from FAFA (Forest Access For All), the ATV Club and the Firewood group to clarify the 45-mile road closure that was listed as an action in the Federal Register.  Many of the roads proposed to be closed are already naturally closed, or have berms on them.  NRAC will agree to a road closure IF it is a resource concern.   FAFA posted the Purpose and Need on their website and said people in Wallowa Count needed to be aware of this.   There will be a public meeting on this project on January 30th, 6-8 p.m. at the Cloverleaf Hall.  This will be the start of the scooping.  The ID Tem hopes to have the record of decision out be December 2014.  This is the opportunity to get trees harvested and forest health improved.  We haven’t seen this in a long time.

The County is in the process of getting a cooperating status agreement signed.  It will not have a confidentiality clause in it.  The ID Team has been good to work with.  The Board of Commissioners and NRAC make up the advisory Committee for this project.  The Lower Joseph Creek Assessment is close to being completed.  

John reminded the committee that all NRAC meetings are public meetings.   John then explained that there is a full NRAC and the Standing Committee is a sub-committee of the overall committee to address issues in a timely manner.  Then there is the Technical Committee.  
  
Year-end Summary
The 2013 Year-end Summary was reviewed.  It was suggested to take out the part “the committee groaned” under Title II, but the majority agreed to leave it in.  It was approved as written.  

Agency Reports
Natural Resource Advisory Committee (NRAC)
· Title II project proposals are due the end of February.  The money is for the 2013 fiscal funding and needs to be spent by the end of September.  We don’t know yet how much money we will receive.  The proposals will be reviewed at the March Technical Committee meeting.  
· The Forest Plan Revision draft is supposed to be out in March.  The County Comprehensive Management Plan will be adopted by the county sometime in February.   The Community Fire Plan and the Upper Joseph Creek Assessment will also be adopted at that time.  The public meetings for these will be the regular County Commissioner meetings.  
· The Travel Management Plan is becoming active.  The USFS is going to do on-the-ground assessments of the roads. 
· Ken Gebhardt has accepted a ranger position in Idaho.
· Adrian, timber person, also accepted a ranger position so she will be leaving.  

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
· January 17th is the last day for EQIP signup.  The funding pools this year are for irrigation projects in the Prairie Creek area and weed control on the Moraine.  The weed spraying payment is based on a per acre basis.  It was asked how they will figure spot spraying.  Lance said this is something he will have to figure out.  
· They are working on next year’s funding which will forest improvement on Alder Slope.   They have mailed letters to all those landowners with forest ground in the area and some are calling or visiting the office to learn more about the program.  Partnering on this is ODF.
· The pipeline along Klages road is being installed.  Some of it may have to be finished when the ground thaws out.  

OSU Extension
· The annual Stockgrowers scholarship dinner will be January 22nd, 5:30 p.m., at the Cloverleaf Hall.  
· The Chamber Dinner will be January 26th. 
· There will be a pesticide class on February 6th.  It will be 4 hours of training.  If a person needs to take the test this is the training that will prepare you.
· Haygrowers annual meeting will be February 26th.  
· John is going to Corvallis to give a wolf presentation to a class at OSU.  
· For the annual Society of Range Management, John and others involved in the wolf/livestock interaction study, will give a presentation on their research.  Also stemming from this research they are looking at how often a cow uses off stream water sights versus waterways and they will present their findings on this also.  

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW)
· There are issues with the Irrigon hatchery water- there is not enough water and so they are bringing some of the steelhead fry up here to the hatchery.  The little fish are put in a pond to acclimate them.  They don’t usually put them directly in the stream.  
· The Kokanee limit is now permanent beginning January 1st – the catch limit is 25 with no more than 5 fish over 12 inches in length.
· The Imnaha steelhead fishing is slow.  It usually picks up in late February toward March.  There is not many fish going over the pit tag recorder.  
· The fishing is better at Troy right now and the Rondowa is good also.

Wallowa County Weed Control
· Allen said they are not spending a lot of time killing weeds this time of the year .
· They submitted two weed grants – one for treatment of meadow hawkweed and leafy spurge up Bear Creek and the other for inventorying and treatment of yellow flag iris along the ditches.  If they are awarded the funding they will hire some help.  
· Russ’s position will not be filled right away.  

Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD)
· Before the Stockgrowers annual dinner there will be an informative program that is open to the public.  Brad Baird, Anderson, Perry and Associates, will give an informative presentation on water rights followed by the executive director of Water for Life to talk about the water issue in Klamath County.  Kay Tiesl, Oregon Cattlemen Association, will talk about other water issues in the state.  
· Cynthia has been working on end-year reports and financial reports.
· There will be some small grants come to the Technical Committee in the future.  There will be the headgate, some alternative water and forestry projects.  

With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:16 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted By:


Cynthia Warnock
